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EU Facility for Refugees in Turkey: solid progress in supporting refugees
Brussels, 17 May 2019
The Commission reported today good progress in the implementation and programming of €6
billion of the EU Facility for Refugees in Turkey. More than 80 projects are currently up and
running delivering tangible results to refugees and host communities in particular on
education and health. Out of the €6 billion, some €4.2 billion has been allocated, of which
€3.45 billion has been contracted and €2.22 billion disbursed to date.
Johannes Hahn, Commissioner for European Neighbourhood Policy and Enlargement Negotiations,said:
"We continue to make good progress in the implementation and programming of the Facility. More than
80 projects to date provide vital assistance in the areas of education, health, protection and socioeconomic support, and more projects are in the pipeline. We remain committed to continue our support
to refugees and host communities in Turkey, addressing current needs and increasing resilience and selfreliance for the longer term.”
Christos Stylianides, Commissioner for Humanitarian Aid and Crisis Management,added: "The European
Union is continuing to support refugees in Turkey, in line with its commitment. 1.6 million refugees are
receiving humanitarian assistance to meet their basic needs. Looking ahead to the future, we are working
to make our support more sustainable. We remain committed to continue working closely with Turkey to
make this possible.”
Today, the twelfth Steering Committee meeting of the EU Facility for Refugees in Turkey took place in
Brussels. It was chaired by the Commission and brought together representatives of EU Member States
and Turkey.
The Committee reviewed the third annual monitoring report on the implementation of the Facility and
confirmed the progress made in the programming of the second €3 billion tranche of the budget of the
Facility. It completed the evaluation of project proposals in the areas of socio-economic support and
municipal infrastructure to the tune of €845 million.
The 84 projects set up in the framework of the Facility bring forth concrete outcomes and a significant
positive impact for refugees and host communities alike, facilitating the integration of refugees in the
Turkish society.
For education, one of the priority areas of action, the EU signed a €400 million contract to continue its
support to existing programmes, which is to be complemented by a further €100 million before the
summer. This involves the construction of 136 school buildings and 50 prefabricated schools well under
way. This progress in education infrastructure goes hand in hand with the implementation of the project
for Promoting Integration of Syrian Children into Turkish Education System (PICTES), which benefits
400,000 students.
In the area of health, 5 million healthcare consultations have been carried out, with 178 migrant health
centres now operational, employing over 2,600 staff, two thirds of which are Syrian refugees.
The EU is highly focused on ensuring the sustainability of the Facility's humanitarian and development
activities, which aim to support the Turkish authorities in a structural manner and to facilitate refugee
integration. Under the humanitarian strand of the second tranche, the EU is implementing projects for a
total of €50 million in addition the ongoing projects under the first tranche, those have already delivered
tangible results for refugees and host communities.
Background
The EU Facility for Refugees in Turkey was set up in 2015 in response to the European Council's call for
significant additional funding to support Syrian refugees in Turkey.
It has a total budget of €6 billion divided into two equal tranches of €3 billion each, allocated over two
periods: 2016-2017 and 2018-2019.Out of the operational funds of €6 billion, €2.22 billion has already
been disbursed, €3.45 billion contracted, with over 80 projects rolled out.
The Facility provides a joint coordination mechanism, designed to ensure that the needs of refugees and
host communities are addressed in a comprehensive and coordinated manner. The support seeks to

improve conditions for refugees in Turkey as part of the EU's comprehensive approach to addressing the
refugee crisis inside and outside the EU.
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