PRESS
EN

European Council

BACKGROUND 1
Brussels, 27 November 2015
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The meeting of the EU heads of state or government and Turkey will take place on Sunday 29
November in Brussels.
The meeting will provide an opportunity to strengthen EU-Turkey cooperation and contribute to
managing the on-going migration crisis.
European Council President Donald Tusk will chair the meeting. President Jean-Claude Juncker
will represent the European Commission and European Parliament President Martin Schulz will
also be present at this special meeting. Prime Minister Ahmet Davutoğlu will represent Turkey.
Starting at 16.00 the participants are likely to focus their discussions on how to further develop EUTurkey relations, and in particular on the implementation of the joint Action Plan on migration. The
meeting should provide an occasion to make further steps in the areas of visa-liberalisation and
implementation of readmission agreements, re-energising the EU accession process as well as
stepping up the financial and political engagement of EU-Turkey relations, based on shared
responsibility, mutual commitments and delivery.
At the end of the meeting leaders are expected to adopt a joint statement. A press conference by
Presidents Tusk and Juncker and Turkish Prime Minister Davutoğlu is scheduled for ± 19.15.

Media advisory and media programme
Invitation letter

Public events and press conferences by video streaming: http://video.consilium.europa.eu
Video coverage in broadcast quality (MPEG4): www.eucouncil.tv
Video coverage in broadcast quality and photos in high resolution:
http://tvnewsroom.consilium.europa.eu/

1

This note has been drawn up under the responsibility of the press office.

Press office - General Secretariat of the Council
Rue de la Loi 175 - B-1048 BRUSSELS - Tel.: +32 (0)2 281 5150
press.president@consilium.europa.eu - www.consilium.europa.eu/press

1/2

EU-Turkey meeting
The European Council has repeatedly called for stepping up cooperation with Turkey. Already the
special meeting of the European Council on 23 April decided to mobilise all efforts at its disposal to
tackle the migration crisis in close cooperation with the countries of origin and transit. In recent
months the European Commission has conducted an intensive dialogue with the Turkish
authorities and both EU Presidents Tusk and Juncker have held a number of bilateral meetings
with the Turkish President Erdogan and Prime Minister Davutoglu. The meeting on 29 November is
taking place in light of these contacts and on the basis of a positive recommendation of the
European Commission.
The meeting will aim to activate the joint Action Plan (agreed ad referenda) and to set out a
number of shared commitments and actions in order to overcome the common challenges ahead.
While the discussions are expected to be broad-ranging, including on enhancement of economic
relations, energy and the Customs Union, the focus is likely be on the implementation and the
expected results of the joint Action Plan. Leaders are expected to pay particular attention to:

Re-energising EU-Turkey relations
At the European Council on 15 October this year, the EU and its member states expressed their
readiness to increase cooperation with Turkey and to step up their political and financial
engagement substantially. They called for the accession process to be re-energised with a view to
achieving progress in the negotiation in accordance with the negotiating framework and the
relevant Council conclusions. Fur this purpose, the EU and Turkey are expected at this meeting to
agree to hold regular summits, political dialogue meetings and discussions on cooperation on
foreign and security policy, including on counter-terrorism, over and above the existing framework
of cooperation.

Visa-liberalisation and implementation of readmission agreements
The EU is expected to welcome the Turkish commitment to accelerate the fulfillment of the Visa
Roadmap benchmarks towards all member states. The implementation of the joint Action Plan
should also bring order into migratory flows and help stem irregular migration. Both sides are
expected to ensure the application of the established bilateral readmission provisions and the
return of economic migrants to their countries of origin.

Financial, humanitarian and socio-economic support
The EU is expected to significantly expand its overall financial support in order to deliver efficient
and complementary support to Syrians under temporary protection and host communities in
Turkey. Both sides are expected to underline the importance of burden-sharing within the
framework of EU-Turkey relations as well as welcoming measures by Turkey to further improve the
socio-economic situation of the Syrians under temporary protection.

For more information on the summit see:
Council website for the EU- Turkey meeting on 29 November 2015
EU-Turkey joint action plan - European Commission - factsheet
Informal meeting of EU heads of state or government on 12 November 2015
European Council, 15 October 2015
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