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Appeal to the Members of the European
Parliament:
During the next plenary session in Strasbourg
(16-19 June), members of the European
Parliament are being asked to vote on the socalled "Return Directive".
The text has already been adopted by EU
Interior Ministers and includes an
administrative detention period for irregular
migrants of up to 18 months. This is a
completely exaggerated measure which
establishes the basis for the real
criminalisation of migrants, who will be
deprived of their freedom and detained in
inhumane and improperly-run structures,
without having committed any crime.
Furthermore, the directive foresees the
possibility to detain and expel unaccompanied
minors, to return migrants to transit countries,
different from their home countries, plus the
possibility of enforcing a re-entry ban valid for
the whole of Europe for up to 5 years.
Many procedural guarantees and legal
benefits for migrants wishing to appeal
against a return decision have disappeared
from the final text, therefore also endangering
the rights of those migrants who could lawfully
claim refugee protection status.
Because this directive lowers European and
international human rights' protection
standards by worsening migrants' reception
conditions,
Because what is at stake is not only EU
migration policies but also our social model,
Because the law must be equal for all and
because fundamental freedoms are not
negotiable,
We call on members of the European
Parliament not to adopt this directive:
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