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1. Tam the Dirbctor-General of the Security Service. 1 poake this statement from my .
own kmowledge, pr from information I have obtained in the cousse of my duties,' and -

helieve it to be tye.

2, Al Qaida #nd its affiliates pose a uniquely transnational threat which r‘équires

an jnternational response. This has led to increased co-operation between

governments, incjuding on security/intelligence channels, The.n o for mhmmed
eration to combat the threat from Al Qa’ida ajnd its affiliates was
s been emphasised since September 2001 in, for example, Security

_intemational co
Tecognised and

Council resolution 1373,

3 The Se
‘ relatmns}.ups witha largc number uf foreign mtelhgence samoe s with whom they

rity Service and Secret Intelligence Service (“the Agencies”) have

aison with foreign

intelligente re:qu » Agencies also undertake

training and joint pperations with foreign services.

4 Both Agerlcies receive material, mainly in writing but sofuetimes orally, from
foreign intelligende services. Ini the case of most counuieé, it is ysnally passed to SIS
in the first instancy. SIS make a Frst .assessmem of the value and reliability of the

L\ other information available fo them. )t is then passed, together

¢ of reliability, to colleagues i HMG. In the
about terrorist ts, the tecipients will mclude the Security Setvice and the Joint
Terrorism Analyss Centre JTAC) who will evaluate it as part of 2 broader picture. In
the case of countrles with whom there is a more déveloped Tiaison relationship, and in

intelligence again

with an assessmer ase of Intelligence

s, material is sometimes passed diréctly to th Secuﬂty'starﬁce
ith other customers in HMG a3 appropriate axld evaluate it against

goine other instan
who will share it
other information peld.

3




5. received from foreign intelligence services ¢
wide range of dif]
often obscared by

comply with loca

Intelligen

the foreign service in order to protect sensitiv
legislation.

6.

much context as §

Where cit
Lossible, particularly if the intelligence is threal
our ability to do this effectively is often limited. Even if the fore
service is not prev]'ented from disclosing such information by loc
usually decline toy

Agencies will g:lerally not press to be told the source, as to do s

provide it in order 1o protect its source, In suc

damage co-oper
Further, some forkign services, especially those with whom the
ften provide aceess o “liaison officers” famef
1 officers will be working from tightly defmec

2 to pmwdc ﬁmher context.

“less mature, will ¢
staff, These Iiéﬁs.{
notbeina pb'éiho

7. ‘Where mof:
the reliability of
desire for context

e context can be obwned it may asmstthe Ag
& repomng ‘However, where the reportmc i
il usnally be subservient to the need to take

Farent sources, human and technical, However,

rumstanoes permit, the Agencies will of course

on and ¢he furure flow of intelligence from tbj
i

an originate from a

its provenance is

& SOUrces or to

seek to acquire as
~related. However,

ity intelligence

a] legislation, it will
1 circumstances the
-0 would be likely to

originating service.
iaison relationship is
than to operational

[briéfs and will often

sricies in assessing
hreat-related, the
yetion to establish the

ect life. Most credible threat-reporting re
action, Often there is no specific timescale

facts, in order to

requires immediat
reporting, but pub
possible imminen
- possibility of spengding days or weeks probing the precise sourci
‘before taking actiq
be productive.

n upon it, espeeially when such probing is in

8. Insomeca
been obtained froth individuals in detention (“detainee reporting”
the Agencies will dften not know the location or details of detent]

intelligence with care, for two main reasons: detainees can

' questioners, and, Where the Agencies are not aware of the ciroun
intelligence was obtained, it is likely to be more difficult to asses

s, it tay be apparent to the Agencies that the

qved by the Agencies

ached to the

ic safety coticers dictate that the Agencies work from a position of
2. 'Ihe need to react swiftly to safeguard life precludes the

of the intelligence
ay event unlikely to

intelligence has
3, though, eve'n tﬁen, :
lon. We treat such '

its reliability.

,ecktmmslmdﬂaexr_ e
stances i whichthe



However, experiTnce proves that detainee reporting can be accurate and way enable
lives to be saved! '

which this form ¢

(2)

®

()

Beghal, 1

He there gdmitted involvement in a plot o mount terro

These ifte

conspiratdrs who were the arrested and the plot was di

in France

Two examples that are in the public domain {ljustrate the value
f reporting can have,

h 2001, Djamel Beghal was detained in the Upjted Arab Emirates. |

t attacks in France.
uded an attack on the United States Exnbassy in Paris. He identified
pted. Police forces
ind other Europesn countries acted on this infarmation when it was

shared thrbugh lizison. They did so to avoid loss of life. Beghal was retured

10 France

here he protested that his confession had been extracted under

duress. Ndnetheless, the essential accuracy of his statement was coufirmed by

comoborathve intelligence and items found in police sear¢hes. The “Beghal

the plot anH been sentencad to 10 years” imprisonment.

Meguerba
Jiajsori qudiscloud a5 umised material in the trial of R ¥ Bourgass and

others, W

in this country.

| plot” formgd part 6f the generic case before SIAC. At that time he was
“awaiting t or his

al in France. He has since been convicted in France for his part in

() Intelligence provided by Mohammad Meglerba to Algerian

1 exhibit 1o this statement marked “EM1” a paginz

h concemed allegations of a plot to produce hud use ricin poison

ed bundie

containing pome of the intelligence marerial disclosed in that trial which came
from Algetian lisison. T have limited it to the early exchgnges. On 31st

Deccmber 2002 (p 1) Algerian liaison passed on informat
arrested Mdguerba and that he had told them of a plot to
London w:lun

in two Nivda cream boxes at 12 Hatrow Road Wood

on that they had
se a fatal poison in

in “the next few days”. He described the poispn as being hidden
That was a non-

existent address, Further information was sought from Algerian liaison. On

2nd January :
the plot and, importantly, a detailed description of where the flat was located . Ay
in which Mgguerba said the poison could be found. That
description pf 352, High Road London N22, an address w.

2003 (p 2) they passed further detail of Megu rba’s description of

s an accurdte -

4

ich was confirmed



by Algerian lHaison on 4th January 2003 (p 3). That flat yas raided on 5th
Januery 2003. On 8th January 2003 (p 4) Algerian liaiso pmvidad further
informatidn from Meguerba, both about the address and pbout the plot. Nadir,
referred t¢ in that document, was Bourgass.

(i'ii) Actink on this information, the police made a number of arrests in Jamuary
2003 and kxecuted a search warrant obtained against the flat described by
Meguerbal No ricin was found there, but the following relevant finds were

made:

» | Three sets of recipes/instructions for the makiiug of poisons/
explosives

o | A (partial) list 6f chemicals
o | Small quantities of basic ingredients for the miaking of ricin avd
cyanidc,naxnély castor beans, apple seeds and|ground cherry-stcnes
o | Materials/ equipment capable of use in the making of ricin and
Joyamide including:-

|@a b’btﬂé containing acetone

{(b) ﬁ_Bb"tﬂe céntéjﬂing isopropaftol -
(c) a pestle and mortar

1(d) a funnel

1(e) two packets of blotting paper

' | (&) thermometers

2 (8) rubber gloves

|y coffes mil

() scales

e |a Nivea jar containing a substance which wasfn apparent attempt

ko make a form of nicotine poison
« ‘frems capable of being used in the making of explosives eg
batteries, bulbs

(iv) Bowm was subsequently convicted of attempted murder and
conspiracy/to cause public nuisance (in commection with ricin) and sentenced




10 15 ye

* imprisonment for attempted murder and 17

years’ imprisonment

for the copspiracy, to run consecutively. He was also convicted of the murder

of Detecti

the searchl of a flat in Manchester, and was sentenced to

¢ Constable Stephen Oake, whom he artacked

during the course of
ife imprisonmient

with & techmmendation that he serve 22 years. The Othel‘ defendants it the

trial, who [were alleged conspirators, were acquitted.

9. The Miegyerba reporting is an example of a situation as desoribed at paragraph

7 above. Prior to

he Meguerba reporting the plan to produce ricin had not been

discovered, The ipformation contained in the material from Algeria identifying

apparent associates of Meguerba lent credibility to the reporting

Mergnerba was

already known tofthe Security Service and the police. The repording required urgent

_-operational actior

and was also relied upon for the purposes of inmediate legal action

 (arrests on grounds of reasonable suspicion and a search). In thofe circunistances, no

- {nquiries were ma

* their questioning f Mc‘g'uerb'a- In any event, questioning of Alg
their methods of : e:st:omng detainses would almost certainly

¢ of Algerian ﬁﬂson abiout the precisé'é&'dﬁrﬁ starices that attended

ian [iaison about
hgve been rebuffed and

- at the same nme _' Ould have. damaffed the relationship to the demment of our ability

to counter mtema 1onal terronsm (see paragraph 6 a.hove) 'I'hefe

has subsequenﬂy

been speculanon ih the | press about the circumstances in which Megucrba was :

interviewed in Alderia Utugoally in this case, because of the pofcnt:al 1mp0rtance of

what he was sayi
not petmitted by t

- judicial authorities

, British poILce officers sought direct acoess tp him but that was

he Algerian authorities. Instead, questions werg pxb’vided to the
in Algeria through a formal letter of request,

hod Meguerba was

formally examined on them at length by the Chief Examining Magistrate in Algiers.

10, The Megu
- Algeriah partnets,
information they b

erba case provides an example of full Co=Oper:
Many other countries provide little tiore than
elieve would assist us and are registant ta givi

partoers make ju
assist in counter ¢

purposes.

11,  The intem

hements about what information to pass t0 us

ion with our

he bare bores of the
more. Liaison
others id orderto

rist work, They collect intelligence primarily for their own

ional commupity has recognised the importance of co-operation




berween States in
operation include

cousntering the threat from international terrorism. That co- .
5 the sharing of intelligence material, Such material itself includes

detaines reporﬁnf which has proved to be very valuable in disnipting terrorist = -

activity. That ma

above show, may]
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erial may be used operationally apd, as the tw examples given -
also feed into legal proceedings. Wy E
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