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 ANNEX II – Common messages 

 

- The European Union has stepped up its action to prevent irregular departures and loss of life, to reduce pressure on EU borders and on 

reception capacities, to fight against smugglers and to increase returns. This is done by intensifying cooperation with countries of origin 

and transit, notably through mutually beneficial partnerships. 

- EU and Member States’ engagement with countries of origin and transit is intensified in a coordinated manner, including through high-

level contacts, with the objective of strengthening their capacity for border management, preventing irregular flows, breaking the business 

model of smugglers, including through strategic information campaigns, and increasing returns.  

- To this end, the EU and Member States make the best possible use of consultations in cooperation forums with third countries, as well as 

of funding under NDICI Global Europe and under other relevant instruments. The European Union continues to support partners in 

addressing root causes of irregular migration and regarding safe, regular and orderly migration. 

- This approach is reflected in the EU’s Action Plan on the Western Mediterranean and Atlantic migration routes, which aims to address 

the worryingly high level of irregular arrivals through a whole-of-route approach and in an operational way. It is based on strengthening 

engagement with Morocco and West African countries in a balanced, coherent and comprehensive manner, guided by the principles of 

solidarity, partnership and shared responsibility, as well as the respect of human rights. The EU works in full coordination with Member 

States and a Team Europe initiative covering this route is under implementation. 

- Combating smuggling of migrants and trafficking in human beings along the route and preventing irregular migration are key priorities of 

the EU’s support, which includes its Anti-Smuggling Operational Partnership with Morocco, as well as several Common Operational 

Partnerships in West Africa (Mauritania, Senegal, The Gambia, Côte d’Ivoire, Guinea, Nigeria).  

- The EU also works with key partners such as Morocco, Mauritania and Senegal to strengthen their border management capacities, including 

search and rescue, in full respect of fundamental rights and international obligations.  

- The EU is also stepping up its engagement with partners along the route to facilitate return, readmission, and sustainable reintegration. 

This implies practical cooperation to ensure full implementation of relevant readmission agreements and arrangements, including the 

readmission provisions of the Samoa agreement Support is also provided for the voluntary return of migrants stranded in North Africa 



36 

LIMITE 

and Sahel countries and to enhance the sustainable reintegration of returnees in countries of origin through an integrated approach which 

embeds reintegration into social and economic inclusion initiatives (where feasible). 

- Fostering effective protection mechanisms in the region and supporting legal pathways to protection in the EU are also essential elements 

of the Action Plan’s comprehensive approach. The EU is supporting a Regional Development and Protection Programme in North Africa 

and Mauritania that aims to enhance protection for refugees and vulnerable migrants while supporting host communities through 

development-oriented approaches, including access to basic services, livelihoods, and legal pathways.  

- The EU is also committed to enhance labour migration opportunities, including Talent Partnerships. A Talent Partnership with Morocco 

is under implementation to promote international labour mobility and skills development in a mutually beneficial way. The EU is also 

committed to continuing its support to diaspora investment and contributions to development in their origin countries.  

 




