
































 LIMITE  16  

 

ANNEX II – Common messages 

The EU and Member States are intensifying their engagement with countries of origin and transit in a coordinated manner, notably through 

mutually beneficial partnerships or specific dialogues, with the objective of strengthening their capacity for migration governance, border 

management, preventing irregular flows, breaking the business model of smugglers, increasing efforts on returns and reintegration, providing 

support on protection as well as on legal migration.  

The European Union has stepped up its action to prevent irregular departures and loss of life, to reduce pressure on EU borders and on 

reception capacities, to fight against migrant smugglers and trafficking in human beings and to increase returns, both in terms of the speed of 

the procedure and numbers. These are the priorities we share with countries of origin and transit along the Central Mediterranean route.  

On the Central Mediterranean route, the cooperation on migration with Tunisia and Egypt is embedded in Strategic and Comprehensive 

Partnerships, covering joint priorities, and allowing to untap the enormous potential of the relationship across all spheres of mutual interest 

(Memorandum of Understanding on a Strategic and Global Partnership between the European Union and Tunisia signed on 16 July 2023; EU-

Egypt Joint Declaration signed on 17 March 2024). The technical dialogue with Libya is also yielding concrete results.  

The EU will be further strengthening cooperation with international organisations, notably the IOM and UNHCR. The EU supports the work 

of IOM on voluntary returns, , as well as the voluntary humanitarian returns from 

Libya. The EU recognises the important support provided by UNHCR at different levels, including through registration, identification and 

support to asylum system/establishment where requested, as well as for the crisis situations like the situation of the Sudanese refugees. Actions 

should support access of refugees and migrants to basic services. 

Operational cooperation should be supported, notably with the participation of the relevant EU Agencies.   

Irregular migration, including smuggling of migrants and trafficking of human beings are common challenges, also for the countries of origin. 

Cooperation is therefore pursued with the objective of addressing the root causes of migration and anti-smuggling measures. 



 LIMITE  17  

 

The growing interest in Talent Partnerships demonstrates that the EU is on the right track. The EU is defining a new strategy for the Sahel, 

which, among other things, plans to restart channels of cooperation to combat smuggling of migrants and trafficking in human beings, prevent 

irregular migration and continue to promote return and reintegration.  

Finally the upcoming new regional frameworks, such as the Pact for the Mediterranean, have the potential of strengthening the comprehensive 

cooperation with the countries of transit and origin, also on aspects related to migration and security.  

 




