Members of the Danish Parliament
Folketinget

Christiansborg

1240 Copenhagen K

Tel.: +45 3337 5500
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20 March 2021

URGENT: Reject discriminatory "Security for all Danes” Act and respect freedom of
assembly.

Dear Members of the Danish Parliament,

The undersigned civil society organisations wish to express our serious concerns over
restrictive provisions in the proposed “Security for all Danes” Act which we believe could
potentially limit civic freedoms in Denmark and undermine the country’s commitments to
international human rights standards and European Union Law. Submitted to parliament in
January 2021, the draft law follows previous measures by the government intended to
address insecurity in vulnerable areas but which, in reality, sow division and inflame
discrimination against excluded groups.

Concerns over harsh and disproportionate draft law

We are particularly concerned that the draft law “Security for All Danes” seriously
contravenes the basic democratic right to peaceful assembly. We believe this law to be
excessively strict; the introduction of Section (6b) to the Act of Police Activities empowers
Police to unilaterally issue a broad ban on peaceful assembly in a specific place for up to 30
days with the possibility of a 30-day extension.

Additionally, the bill proposes penalties of imprisonment of up to one year for those who are
deemed to violate the law and a fine of a minimum of DKK 10,000 (USD 1600). The fines
proposed are harsh and the threat of detention is a disproportionate response to the right to
freely assemble. We are equally concerned about the absence of clarity on effective remedy
for those whose fundamental rights are violated. International law says the authorities should
provide some form of independent and transparent oversight panel that can determine if the
person received timely access to legal help and if they were offered remuneration for any
wrongs committed against them.

Impact on Denmark’s human rights record

Denmark is rated ‘open’ by the CIVICUS Monitor, an online platform that measures the state
of civic freedoms in over 196 countries across the world. Only 3.4% of the world’s population
live in ‘open’ countries where democratic rights, such as the freedoms of speech, assembly
and association, are recognised. The publication of the draft law may affect Denmark's
reputation as a robust advocate for human rights in the international community. There are




also serious concerns from civil society that the law may be used to justify unlawful actions
by people who violate human rights.

Denmark has historically advocated for the promotion and protection of human rights in
different countries across the world, making a difference in many communities. We urge the
Danish government not to tarnish its human rights record by implementing this bill.

Potential to incite hate and division

If implemented in its current form, the Act would incite hate and division and seriously
undermine the rights of excluded groups, such as those who are nationally in the minority.
The Act aims to put an end to citizens’ feelings of insecurity caused by the “appearance and
behaviour of young men.” While announcing the law to Parliament on 6 October 2020, Prime
Minister Mette Frederiksen alluded to a link between criminality and people from so-called
“non-Western” backgrounds. This law follows other packages which target “non-Western”
neighbourhoods, such as the ‘Ghetto Package,” a law permitting the sale of apartment blocks
in areas largely inhabited by immigrants.

According to the European Center for Not-for-Profit Law (ECNL), such legislation is at odds with
EU rules on the prohibition of discrimination based on race and ethnic origin and with fundamental
rights of freedom of assembly as enshrined in the Charter of Fundamental Rights of the European
Union, which also prohibits discrimination on the basis of ethnicity, social origin, race, and
membership of a national minority.

Ahead of the next sitting in Parliament to discuss this restrictive draft law, we call on Danish
Parliamentarians and the government to:

e Reject the proposal as it stands;

e Request the Ministry of Justice to carry out a review of the proposal and involve civil
society, targeted communities and other interested parties;

e Assess the impact of this law against international standards and compliance with EU
law;

e Refrain from statements inciting hate and discrimination against minority groups.
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Prime Minister Mette Frederiksen
stm@stm.dk

Minister for Justice, Nick Haekkerup
jim@jm.dk

Minister of Immigration and Integration, Mattias Tesfaye
uim@uim.dk

Endorsed by

CIVICUS



Civil Liberties Union for Europe (Liberties)
European Civic Forum

ARCI, Italy

New Europeans, Europe

Advocates Abroad, Greece

Osservatorio Repressione, Italy

Peace Institute, Slovenia

Obywatele RP, Poland

BlueLink Foundation, Bulgaria

Legal-Informational Centre for NGOs (PIC), Slovenia
Umanotera, Slovenia

CNVOS, Slovenia

International Institute for Nonviolent Action - Novact, Spain
Bulgarian Fund for Women, Bulgaria

Ligue des droits de ’'Homme, France

The Voice of Civic Organizations, Slovakia

Nexus (Consulting and support for Alert and Mobilization initiatives), France
Spiralis, Network of the development of NGO’s, Czech Republic
European Movement Italy, Italy

NETPOL - Network for police monitoring, United Kingdom

New Europeans Minsk, Belarus

Human Rights House Zagreb, Croatia

Iridia - Center for Human Rights, Spain

Gong, Croatia

Netherlands Helsinki Committee, The Netherlands
Associazione Antigone, Italy

Grup de Periodistes Ramon Barnils (Ramon Barnils Group of Journalists) / Observatori
Critic dels Mitjans Meédia.cat (Média.cat Critical Media Watchdog), Spain



Drustvo Asociacija, Slovenia
Focus, Association for Sustainable Development, Slovenia

Institute of Public Affairs (ISP), Poland

Europe Section of the National Network for Civil Society (BBE), Germany

Omnium Cultural, Spain
Statewatch, United Kingdom
Civil Society Advocates, Cyprus

ENAR, Europe



