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Serious Incident Report no. 388

Reporting date: 24/06/2016 11:36 AM Last modification date: 28/12/2016 10:25 AM
Reporting person: Personal Data Last modification done by: Personal Data
FSC SIR Category 1 Standard
Subject Shooting incident in Evros river
Type of SIR 2 Formal SIR

JORA Incident number (if any)
Joint Operation FOA 2016 land on border surveillance / SE

Frontex SIR Coordinator

Incident date/time 23/06/2016 04:30 PM
Detection date/time 24/06/2016 09:30 AM
Original source of the information LCC Evros

Greek bank of Evros river (Area of responsibility

Location of the incident of BCU Didymoteicho)

Is latitude unknown Yes
Latitude

Is longitude unknown Yes
Longitude

Reference to the operational area Yes

Frontex resources involved (Human
resources / co-financed technical No
equipment)

Type of resources / involvement

Dead persons

Injured persons 1

Missing persons
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Fact of the case

On 23.06.2016 at 16:30, on the Evros river (Area of responsibility of BCU Didymoteicho) two
migrants (1 SYR, 1 IRQ) were waiting on the Greek bank of the river for three more
companions, in order to try all together illegal exit from Greece to Turkey by an inflatable
boat. At that moment, a boat with engine with two persons onboard, arrived from the
Turkish bank, approached the migrants and for unknown reason they shot them twice. After
the shooting, migrants fled away towards the interior of the Greek territory. One of the
shots slightly injured the Syrian (minor) migrant on his back and neck. The description of the
incident comes from migrants statements to the police. There was not any Frontex Guest
Officer involved in the case.

Measures

Hellenic Police officers arrived immediately at the spot. Police conducted extensive search
in the broader region in order to identify both the perpetrators as well as the three
companion migrants mentioned by the victim. During the police investigation two cartridges
were found at the spot assumed to belong to a hunting rifle. In addition a plastic boat was
seized. The injured SYR migrant was taken to the hospital of Didymoteicho with slight
wounds in the back and neck. According to the doctor’s statement his life is not in danger,
but he will remain hospitalized for the next 24 hours as a precaution. The case is currently
under investigation while the two migrants were released by the prosecutor. The minor
victim (SYR) and his adult companion (IRQ) had in possession Greek residence permits. The
Turkish authorities were informed on the incident by the Greek authorities. Alert note was
disseminated to the Guest Officers in the area of Evros for their awareness.

Assessment

Further information will be communicated by Hellenic authorities.
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