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Serious Incident Report no. 559 

Reporting date: 20/03/2017 05:51 PM 

Reporting person: UrEXT REMOVEct_ _ 

FSC SIR Category 

Subject 

Type of SIR 

JORA Incident number (if any) 

Joint Operation 

Frontex SIR Coordinator 

Incident date/time 

Detection date/time 

Original source of the information 

Location of the incident 

Is latitude unknown 

Latitude 

Is longitude unknown 

Longitude 

Reference to the operational area 

Frontex resources involved (Human 
resources I co-financed technical 
equipment) 

Type of resources I involvement 

Dead persons 

lnj ured persons 

Missing persons 

Last modification date: 21/031201711:15 AM 

Last modification done by: [TEXT REMOVED.] 

2 Fundamental Rights 

784/2017 Initial SIR. Serious Incident between 
Croatian CPB and Turkish Coast Guard off Chios 
Island. 

1 Initial S IR 

Poseidon Sea 2017 

16/03/2017 10:15 AM 

16/03/2017 09:40 AM 

FSO Chios after receMng the info from HRV CPB 
!)TEXT REMOVE� �r_e_� .. __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ _ _ 
�EXT REMOVE�--11�_<1_�!�!�!1-�.<?!.�_hi_��-----------····--\ •• 

[TEXT REMOVED] 

No 

[TEXT REMOVED] 

Yes 

Yes 

HRV CPB [TEXT REMOVED • TE] 

0 
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Commented [Al]: The non-disclosed parts contain 
personal data, in particular the names of individuals. 
Their disclosure would affect the privacy and integrity 
of the individuals, therefore, disclosure is precluded 
pursuant to the exception laid down in Article 4(1 )(b) 
of Regulation (EC) No 1049/2001. 

Commented (A2]: The non-disclosed part contains the 
identification number of the technical equipment 
deployed in the operation or carrying out border 
surve11lance in the area. Disclosing such information 
would be tantamount to disclosing the exact type, 
capabilities and weaknesses of the equipment, as well 
as its usual position, opening way for abuse. The result 
of this would be to hamper the course of ongoing and 
future similar operations, ultimately obstructing their 
purpose to prevent cross-border crime and 
unauthorized border crossings. In this light, the 
disclosure of such information would undermine the 
protection of the public interest as regards public 
security in the sense of the first indent of Article 
4(1 )(a) of Regulation (EC) No 1049/2001. 

Code 'TE' used below to refer to the same justification 

Commented [A3]: The non-disclosed parts contain 
geographical coordinates related to the operational 
area. Ongoing operations tend to cover similar 
operational areas as the operations of preceding years 
in the same geographical area. Jn this regard, 
disclosing the coordinates of the operational areas of 
previous years, would be tantamount to disclosing the 
current operational areas. The result of this Will only 
be to hamper the course of the ongoing operations, by 
depriving them of any strategy and element of surprise 
during border surveillance, ultimately obstructing their 
purpose to counter and prevent cross-border crime as 
well as prevent unauthorized border crossings. In this 
light, the disclosure of such information would 
undermine the protection of the public interest as 
regards public security, in the sense of Article 4(1 )(a) 
of Regulation (EC) No 1049/2001. 

Code 'OA' used below to refer to the same 
justification 



Serious Incident Report related to Search and Rescue action 

SAR activated date/tim e  

SAR activated by whom 

Boat in distress 

Type 

Flag, name, IMO if available 

Detected by 

Detection done by Frontex co-financed 
asset 

Intercepted by 

Interception done by Frontex co
financed asset 

Estimated people on board 

Planned port of disembarkation 

Departure country 

Involved authorities 

Fact of the case 

16/03/2017 10:15 AM 

JRCC Piraeus 

rubber 

NATO warship [TEXT REMOVED ·TE] 

No 

HRV CPB [TEXT REMOVED • TE] 

No 

47 

Port of Chios 

Turkey 

Greece, Turkey, Croatia 

At 09.40 hours HRV CPB [TEXT REMOVED· TE] crew received a call from NATO Ship [TEXT 
REMOVED· TE] via '[TEXT REMOVED1>. !.�1?£r_�_'!B. ���- P..'?� i ���� J'f_E�-��.\:'E_£?· . �-�J.c;>f a 
rubber boat with migrants on board. As the boat was in Turkish TW, HRV CPB approached to 
the sea border with TUR and observed the area. The boat with migrants berthed alongside 
HRV CPB as soon as they entered Greek TW at 10: 15 hours on the position [TEXT REMOVED -
OA], and since then, the operation was directed by HCG LO who told HRV crew to start a 
SAR operation because the rubber boat was overloaded and lives were in danger. At about 
10:15 hours HRV crew started taking migrants (first children and women) on board. At 10:40 
hours, during the boarding of migrants, the Turkish CG boat ([TEXT REMOVED - TE]) came 
while already 24 children, 8 women and 15 men got on board and another 7 males remained 
in the rubber boat. TUR CG required to stop boarding migrants because the boat was in 
Turkish TW and also required to turn over all boarded migrants. After double checking 
position (38 *18.661 N and 26 * 11.162 E.), HRV CBP noted that they were in Greek TW. At 
about 10:45 hours another TUR CG vessel [TEXT REMOVED - TE] came and also required the 

, transhipment of migrants because the HRV boat was i n TUR TW. During the boarding of 
rnigrants, [!TEXT REMOVEDjUi _n�l\}.'_ti)� Tl}_� �rel'l.(i??.�� m.���qy_�D_: 'fE]) fore��-���_?_ 
remaining males to board their bOat. At the same time the other TUR CG vessel was 
persistently demanding that HRV CPB crew handed over the migrants to them or at least the 
half. At 11 :00 hours the HRV crew was ordered by HCG to proceed on direction to the port of 
Chios during. At 12:00 hours the 40 migrants were safely disembarked in the Port of Chios. 
More details in HRV CPB CO report attached 
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·' 

Commented [A4]: The non-disclosed text contains 
/ information on the means of communication used by 

law enforcement officers within the operation. Its 
disclosure could lead to possible abusive usage with a 
view to jeopardize their work and harm the course of 
future and ongoing operations, thus facilitating 
Irregular migration and affecting public security. In 
light of the above, the text is not disclosed pursuant to 
the exception in the first indent of Article 4(1 )(a) of 
Regulation (EC) No 104912.001 relating to the 
protection of the public interest as regards public 
security. 

Commented [AS]: The non-disclosed text contains 
sensitive Information regarding the alleged violation of 
fundamental rights by a third-country officer. 
Disclosing such information would jeopardize the 
relationship between Frontex and the third country 
which could react by refraining from cooperating with 
Frontex. The cooperation with third countries is 
however crucial for Frontex and EU Member States in 
performing efficient border control, preventing 
irregular border-crossings and cross-border crime such 
as trafficking In human beings, as well as terrorism. 
This risk of relations worsening and cooperation being 
affected Is realistically foreseeable and therefore, 
Frontex concludes that disclosure would undermine 
the protection of the public interest as regards 
international relations and public security in the sense 
of Article 4(1 )(a) of the Regulation (EC) No 1049/2001. 



Measures 

Embarking 40 migrants to HRV CPB [TEXT REMOVED - TE] and safely disembarked them to 
Port of Chios. Immediate report of the incident through regular channels 

Assessment 
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