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Serious Incident Report

Subject Information about alleged violation of Fundamental Rights

obtained during an interview

Joint Operation JO Flexible Operational Activities 2016 Land on border
Surveillance

Location Bulgarian Turkish and Greek Turkish land border

Incident date/time Unknown

Finding date/time 26.10.2016 (Update 5.11.2016)

Source of information Joint Debriefing Team Kiskunhalas (Hungary)

Reporting unit/person Operational Manager JO FOA 2016 land on border
surveillance

1. Fact of the case

During an interview which took place in the open refugee camp in Kiskunhalas Hungary on
24.10.2016 by the joint debriefing team, a 30 year old woman from Personal Data, Iran, Kurdish
Muslim, married and having 2 children, stated among else the following:

Modus Operandi of Criminal Networks

A big police truck came to bring them to a Police station. When they arrived at this police station
they had to undress themselves until they were totally naked. They even forced the children to
take off their clothes. It was humiliating! The Bulgarian police took all their belongings,
documents, clothes and cell phones. According to her everybody was forced to apply for asylum
immediately. She didn't want to apply for asylum and give her fingerprints. Because of that she
was beaten by the Bulgarian police. They all were accused of damaging the fence. After 2 days
they were taken to a closed camp/prison.

After a few days they told her she wasn't sentenced of damaging the fence but if the police caught
her again she will be sentenced with 6 months of prison. After 21 days they were released from
this closed camp and they were taken to an open camp in the area of Sofia”.

(Update 5.11.2016)

According to the statements of the interviewee during a second interview, she does not remember
the exact date of arrival in Bulgaria. It had to be somewhere between the 20" and 25% of June
2016. She used an alias when she got registered and claimed to be from Afghanistan because she
was told, by the facilitator who helped her cross the border from Turkey to Bulgaria, to use the
Afghan nationality in Bulgaria.

She does not remember the place where she was told to take off hers and her son's clothes. She
said it happened twice. Once in the forest directly after the apprehension and once again in the
police station where they were taken. She also said that young children and babies were undressed
in the Police station. When they had to undress themselves in the forest the first time the
Bulgarian police took some money which they found on the migrants. The second time they had
to undress themselves there where were cameras. So a lot of them refused and the Bulgarian
police forced them to do it. She mentioned that after crossing the Turkish-Bulgarian border they
had to walk for 5 to 6 hours through the forest until the apprehension. They were taken to a police
station nearby. After 2 days in this police station she was taken to Harmanli. It took them about
1 hour and 30 minutes from this police station to Harmanli.
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Regarding the alleged attempts to enter Greece she mentioned that they tried to cross the Turkish-
Greek border on foot with a big group of (20/30) people. Suddenly she lost her son. On Greek
territory she was apprehended by Greek authorities and taken to a local police station. The Greek
police found her son as well in the border area. She does not remember the name of the Greek
city/village. She remembered she left from Edirne. She said she was taken back to Edirne by a
Greek police boat the next morning. They crossed the Evros river and it took them less than 30
minutes to reach Edirne. She was told to go off the boat and the Greek police helped her enter
the Turkish territory.

2. Measures

The operational analyst received the information from the submitted interview template sent on
25.10.2016 by the Hungarian debriefing coordinator in Kiskunhalas and informed accordingly the
operational team.

Due to the lack of detailed information on the location and time of the incidents it is not possible
to follow up the case with host MSs Greece and Bulgaria.

(Update 5.11.2016)

The Operational team requested, through the operational analyst, the debriefing team to collect
additional information on the allegations. To this end the Debriefing Team deployed in Hungary
carried out a second interview with the same person.

The exact date of the alleged attempt to cross the GRC-TUR and BGR-TUR border is not known.
From the text of the whole interview it can be only estimated to approximately 3 to 4 months
ago.

The exact place at the GRC-TUR and BGR-TUR border is not defined.

In regard with the attempt at the GRC-TUR border it is not defined if they were arrested by TUR
authorities before crossing or by GRC authorities after crossing the borderline.

It is suggested to implement SIR and ask the debriefing team to perform a second interview to
clarify the above mentioned points, as well as to inform the person stating the allegations on
her right and procedure to submit complain through the Complaint Mechanism.

(Update 5.11.2016)

According to the assumptions of the debriefing expert on the basis of the second interview, if
allegations are true the police station in Bulgaria could refer to Elhovo. In this case it might be
possible for Bulgarian authorities to find her alias on the list in the police station in Elhovo to
see what her exact date of arrival was.

In regard with Greece and if again the allegations are true the place of apprehension could refer
to Nea Vyssa.

Personal data with reference to the interviewee is in possession of Hungarian authorities, thus
in case national authorities consider they need it they could ask them directly.




