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Fact of the case

Evros LCC coordinator informed that on Saturday, 23rd of July 2016, there will be
demonstration held by a group of anarchists in Kastanies (operational area of Orestiada)
against the technical obstacle (fence) and in order to open the borders for the refugees. The
anarchists belong to a group called ‘’No Border Camp Thessaloniki 2016’’. Demonstrations
are estimated to start on 23.07.2016 after 14:00 in the village of Kastanies close to the area
of the fence. It is expected that there will be 14 buses of people participating in the
demonstrations - approximately 700 persons. According to the information available
demonstrators do not intent to overnight in the area and it is expected that will leave to
Thessaloniki after the end of the demonstration. Finally, at about 17:05 of the 23rd July,
arrived in Kastanies, coming from Alexandroupolis, five (05) buses with approximately 250
demonstrators. At 17:20 the demonstrators start their protest via the main road of Kastanies
in order to reach BCP Kastanies. About 70 meters before BCP Kastanies the road closed with
a police bus and two supporting platoons from Alexandroupolis and Serres. Behind the bus
there were waiting two squads units of order restoration from Thessaloniki to intervene if it
was needed. Also helicopter of Hellenic Police was flying all the time above Kastanies. At
18:00 when the demonstration reached before the police block, about ten (10) people from
the main demonstration wearing helmets and holding long wooden spears started to throw
rocks and attacked the police units as a result to put in a risk of injury police units and also
civilians. Immediately order was given to two squads units of order restoration to intervene,
which made limited use of tear gas and thrown some stun grenades. The incident lasted two
minutes. After that the protestors retreat to the central square of Kastanies and stayed
until 18:30. About 19:15 all the protestors boarded to their buses and departed to
Alexandroupolis.

Measures

An alert note was distributed to the GOs in the area with the following instructions: It is
advisable to not be in uniform in the city of Orestiada during the day of the demonstration.
Guest Officers should take all necessary security measures. FSO should be Immediately
informed if any suspicious activities will be detected. Guest Officers should refer to Specific
Annex 3 of the Operational Plan, with special attention on use of force in Greece. It is
advised that on 23.07.2016 Guest Officers’ service cars are not in the city of Orestiada
except for picking up or handing over weapons. In no case service vehicles should be left
unattended. FSO Evros will be present in Orestiada on Saturday.
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