
FRONTEX-JO EPN POSEIDON RAPID INTERVENTION 
16. March 2017. 

Crew B: CO: [TEXT REMOVED], CE: [TEXT REMOVED], OS: [TEXT :REMOVEDJ. 

REPORT 

. At 09.40 hours via a link on i[TEXT REMOVED]� e rec�ive_£1 �-call from �/\!() 
ship FfEXT REMOVEDJ •• �}1J.c;:h_�1¥R9�ed u_s �hat the rubber boat -.yith imryiig_r�!"lts is_ 
floating on position [TEXT REMOVEDJ,_wh_iJ� Wf} ���J!! !I].� p_9�J.t!�r:i [Tf;�J' _ --------- · -� 

REMOVED - OA]. Immediately upon notification we sailed upon that direction and \'·. 
have noticed that specified coordinates are in the position of the Turkish territorial : · 

waters. We come to the border in the vicinity of that position and we observed by the · : 

binoculars. The pneumatic boat with migrants and craft of Turkish Coast Guard which 
has circled around the position were noticed, in which moment migrants have not 
stopped their boat, but proceeded towards our vessel. The Turkish Coast Guard 

. ·. 
. .  
: . 

vessel quit following the migrant boat just before her entry into the Greek territorial 
waters. The boat with migrants berthed alongside our boat as soon as they entered 
Greek territorial waters at 10.15 hours on the position [TEXT REMOVED - OA], and 
the rest of operation was directed by 10 Mr. [TEXT REMOVED - PD] and he told us 
that we start SAR operation because the pneumatic boat is overloaded and there 
are lives in danger. We noticed that a pneumatic boat is gray, unmarked and length 
of approximately 9 meters, with black outboard undetermined engine, strength 
approx 15HP. The boat was in good condition, manageable, and capable of 
independent navigation with 22 males, 8 females and 24 children on board. After 
stopping a pneumatic boat with migrants we have informed Greek coast guard and 
they told us to take them onboard ad bring them to port of Chios. 
Before we arrived at the position of interception we noticed the Turkey Coast Guard 
vessel that circled around the migrant boat several times , but it did not stop, and 
after a short time they were joined by another (pneumatic) Turkey Coast Guard boat 
who let immigrants to continue sailing in our direction. There was a NATO ship 
[TEXT REMOVED - TE] near Turkish vessels, which has established connection with 
Turkish vessels on [TEXT REMOVED - CM] and they switched on [TEXT REMOVED 
- CM] so as we are , but they were communicating on strange language, probably 
Turkish, and shortly after that NATO ship departs to the east. 

After the migrant pneumatic boat berthed alongside our boat (1015 AM) we 
started with boarding migrant children and women on board our boat, but because of 
information by immigrants that there are two men who are disabled or have not been 
able to independently move, onboard their boat, we called the Chios Coast Guard 
and asked for assist of another vessel, but we were informed that the vessel can be 
reached in an hour. Because hypothermia, mostly children, because all immigrants 
were wet, we decided to board the rest of them on board our vessel. During boarding 
of migrants on board our vessel, the Turkish Coast Guard pneumatic boat [TEXT 
REMOVED - TE] came port side alongside our vessel in which time was already 24 
children, 8 women and 15 men onboard our vessel, while 7 males remained in the 
dinghy, all that happened while we were on the position [TEXT REMOVED - OA]. 
After the Turkey Coast Guard boat arrived (1040 AM), they required to stop boarding 
of migrants because we were in the Turkish territorial waters. They also required us 

Commented [Al]: The non-disclosed parts contain 
personal data, in particular the names of individuals. 
Their disclosure would affect the privacy and integrity 
of the individuals, therefore, disclosure is precluded 
pursuant to the exception laid down in Article 4(1 )(b) 
of Regulation (EC) No 1049/2001. 

Code 'PD' used below to refer to the same 
justification . 

Commented [A2]: The non-disclosed text contains 
information related to the means of communication 
used by law enforcement officers. Its disclosure could 
lead to possible abusive usage with a view to 
jeopardize their work and hanm the course of future 
and ongoing operations, hampering efforts to prevent 
irregular migration and cross-border crime. In light of 
the above, the text is not disclosed pursuant to Article 
4(1 )(a) of Regulation (EC) No 1049/2001 relating to the 
protection of the public interest as regards public 
security. 

•. Code "CM' used below to refer to the same justification 

Commented [A3]: The non-disclosed part contains 
information regarding the technical equipment 
deployed in the operation or carrying out border 
surveillance in the area. Disclosing such information 
would be tantamount to disclosing the exact type, 
capabilities and weaknesses of the equipment, as well 
as its usual position, opening way for abuse. The result 
of this would be to hamper the course of ongoing and 
future similar operations, ultimately obstructing their 
purpose to prevent cross-border crime and 
unauthorized border crossings. In this light, the 
disclosure of such lnfonmation would undermine the 
protection of the public Interest as regards public 
security in the sense of the first indent of Article 
4(1 )(a) of Regulation (EC) No 1049/2001. 

: 

· Code 'TE' used below to refer to the same justification 

Commented [A4]: The non-disclosed parts here and 
below contain geographical coordinates related to the 
operational area. Ongoing operations tend to cover 
similar operational areas as the operations of 
preceding years in the same geographical area. In this 
regard, disclosing the coordinates of the operational 
areas of previous years would be tantamount to 
disclosing the current operational areas. The result of 
this will only be to hamper the course of the ongoing 
operations, by depriving them of any strategy and 
element of surprise during border surveillance, 
ultimately obstructing their purpose to counter and 
prevent cross-border criminality as well as prevent 
unauthorized border crossings. In this light, the 
disclosure of such infonmation would undermine the 
protection of the public interest as regards public 
security, in the sense of Article 4(1 )(a) of Regulation 
1049/2001. 

Code 'OA' used below to refer to the same justification 



to turn over all boarded migrants who were already on board our vessel [TEXT 
REMOVED - TE]. After we checked our position, we noticed that we were in Greek 
territorial waters. At this point at 10.45 AM another Turkish Coast Guard vessel 
[TEXT REMOVED - TE] came on our starboard side and they also required from us 
to turn over migrants because we were In their territorial waters, but according to our 
navigational instruments we were not. During the boarding of migrants, [iTEXT 
REMOVEDl:_ �fte,r ql�.9�Y Turkish coast g_i,J_�rd forced reload�d ca�go remainin_g ______ __ 
immigrants to their vessel, the same ahead of us and the other above the ship was 
attached to us and persistently demanded that he surrender immigrants. After we told 
him that they can not be turned because they are already on our boat, the same we 
demanded that he surrender then only males, and after our negative response of the 
same he asked to tranship at least half of male immigrants who were in the bow part 
of our craft. 
It is worth mentioning that we have throughout the events described above, the 
navigation system of the vessel [TEXT REMOVED - TE] all the time contained in 
Greek territorial waters, but it is also inproved by photographs GPS devices in 
several different zooms and positions. 
By order of the Greek Coast Guard gouverment , vessel absolve the Turkish Coast 
Guard boat and at 11.00 hours, with positions [TEXT REMOVED - OA] reference is 
made in the direction of the port of Chios during which we break moorings of the 
vessel that we have taken in tow, but we have not stopped because we set to avoid 
further incidents, and about the same we've reported on-call Greek coast guard 
Chios. 
In the port of Chios port at 12.00 we are disembarking the immigrants and the same 
submission of the relevant departments, after which the vessel is cleaned, washed 
and disinfected, and then to approach the vessel FSO [TEXT REMOVED - PD] with 
other members of Frontex we already through phone reported the SIR-in, the same 
meet with event details. 

Commander: 

[TEXT REMOVED - PD] 

Commented [AS]: The non-disclosed text contains 
sensitive information regarding the alleged violation of 
fundamental rights by a third-country officer. 
Disclosing such information would jeopardize the 
relationship between Frontex and the third country 
which could react by refraining from cooperating with 
Frontex. The cooperation with third countries is 
however crucial for Frontex and EU Member States in 
performing efficient border control, preventing 
irregular border-crossings and cross-border crime such 
as trafficking in human beings, as well as terrorism. 
This risk of relations worsening and cooperation being 
affected 1s realistically foreseeable and therefore, 
Frontex concludes that disclosure would undermine 
the protection of the public interest as regards 
1ntematfonal relations and public security in the sense 
of Article 4(1)(a) of the R.egulatlon (EC) No 1 049/2001 . 


