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For the next long-term EU budget for 2021-2027, the Commission is proposing to
substantially increase the current security funding – from €3.5 billion to €4.8 billion.

With threats increasingly complex and international in nature, EU funds can help build a Union resilient
to future security challenges and better equipped to respond to emergencies. The €2.5 billion under
the reinforced Internal Security Fund (ISF) is complemented by almost €1.2 billion for safer
decommissioning of nuclear activities in some Member States, and comes in addition to €1.1 billion
for stronger EU Agencies in the area of security.

First Vice-President Frans Timmermans said: "Feeling safe at home or when walking down the street
is one of the most basic human rights. Europeans expect their governments and their Union to provide
that safety. More flexible security funding tailored to the specific needs of Member States will ensure
that Europeans can be better protected, as they rightly should be. "

Commissioner for Migration, Home Affairs and Citizenship Dimitris Avramopoulos said: "When it
comes to the security and safety of our citizens, we should be sparing no efforts – and our money
needs to follow suit. This is why we are increasing the security budget for the next years by one third,
to reach € 4.8 billion. We are helping Member States to be better prepared for future security
challenges and unforeseen emergencies. We are building a safer and more resilient Europe for our
citizens. A Europe that protects."

Commissioner for the Security Union Julian King said: "We need to build a robust response to the
multi-dimensional, cross-border and constantly-evolving security threats we face from terrorists and
criminals – one that doesn't duplicate Member States' efforts, but rather complements them by
connecting the dots both within the EU and beyond. Today's proposal for a greatly reinforced Internal
Security Fund offers exactly that – a more resilient Europe as the foundation of an effective and
genuine Security Union."

A reinforced Internal Security Fund (ISF)
While protecting citizens is first and foremost a national competence, the European Union plays a vital
role in supporting Member States' efforts. The Commission is proposing today to more than double the
Internal Security Fund (ISF), the key financial instrument to support Member States in the area of
security, from €1 billion to €2.5 billion. The new fund will include:

A new set of objectives: The reinforced ISF will have 3 new objectives focusing on: (1)
increasing the exchange of information between EU law enforcement authorities; (2) intensifying
cross-border joint operations; and (3) strengthening capabilities to combat and prevent crime, and
to tackle radicalisation. This will support Member States in a more flexible and effective way to
deliver on priority security areas: the fight against terrorism and radicalisation; serious and
organised crime; cybercrime; and the protection of victims of crime;

-

More flexibility and better emergency response: €1.5 billion of the fund will be allocated to
Member States allowing them to build long term security resilience. The remaining €1 billion will
be reserved for unforeseen security challenges, allowing for rapid response to emergencies and the
channelling of funds to the Member States that need them most;

-

Greater coordination across EU policies: Security is an evolving and cross-cutting issue
requiring a coordinated EU response. The reinforced ISF will work more effectively with other EU
funds, including the Cohesion Policy Funds and Horizon Europe, as well as the Integrated Border
Management Fund and the Asylum and Migration Fund in order to maximise the effectiveness of
the EU response to security challenges on all fronts;

-

Strong external dimension: Security is a global issue and our safety at home depends on our
actions beyond the EU borders. The ISF will continue to support measures in non-EU countries,
while ensuring full complementarity with the Union's internal security priorities and overall
objectives in those countries.

-

Reinforcing EU agencies: Outside of this fund and to be presented separately, almost €1.1-



billion will be dedicated to further strengthening of EU Agencies in the area of security – European
Union Agency for Law Enforcement Cooperation (EUROPOL), the European Union Agency for Law
Enforcement Training (CEPOL) and the European Monitoring Centre for Drugs and Drug Addiction
(EMCDDA).

Continued safety of nuclear decommissioning
The EU's nuclear decommissioning assistance programmes (NDAP) aim to assist Member States in the
process of winding and shutting down those nuclear installations in the final step in their lifecycles,
while keeping the highest level of safety. For 2021-2027, the Union will continue to provide strictly
targeted financial support in the amount of €118 million for decommissioning in Bulgaria and
Slovakia, and €552 million for nuclear decommissioning in Lithuania. Another €348 million will be
allocated for decommissioning and radioactive waste management of the European Commission's
nuclear research facilities, and €160 million will support general nuclear safety and safeguards
actions.

Finally, the Commission also proposes to reinforce the EU Civil Protection Mechanism through its
rescEU system with €1.4 billion - this comes in addition to the €4.8 billion for the future security
funding.

Next Steps
A swift agreement on the overall long-term EU budget and its sectoral proposals is essential to ensure
that EU funds start delivering results on the ground as soon as possible.

Delays similar to those experienced at the beginning of the current 2014-2020 budgetary period would
mean: that 5,000 frontline practitioners, including teachers, youth workers, police and prison staff,
would not be able to share their experiences of preventing radicalisation; the EU Internet Referral Unit
(IRU) at Europol would not be able to flag over 40,000 examples of violent extremist online content to
Internet platforms; and Member States would not be able to exchange important security information,
including via the Schengen Information System (SIS) which was consulted 5 billion times in 2017.

An agreement on the next long-term budget in 2019 would provide for a seamless transition from the
current long-term budget (2014-2020) and would ensure predictability and continuity of funding to the
benefit of all.

Background
Security has been a political priority since the beginning of the Juncker Commission's mandate – from
President Juncker's Political Guidelines of July 2014 to the latest State of the Union address on 13
September 2017. 

However, the scale and urgency of 2015-16 refugee crisis took Europe by surprise. To avert a
humanitarian crisis and enable a joint response to this unprecedented challenge as well as new security
threats, the EU used all flexibility in the existing budget to mobilise additional funds. From the original
allocations for 2014-20 of €6.9 billion for the AMIF and ISF (Borders and Police) funds, an additional
€3.9 billion was mobilised to reach €10.8 billion for migration, border management and internal
security – and this does not even include the large amount of funding mobilised to address the refugee
crisis outside the EU.

Learning the lessons from the past, the Commission is now proposing to double funding across the
board, with €10.4 billion for migration, €9.3 billion for border management, €2.5 billion for internal
security and €1.2 billion for safer decommissioning of nuclear activities in some Member States –
reaching over €23 billion overall.

In addition, support to EU Agencies in security, border and migration management will be increased
from €4.2 billion to €14 billion.

For More Information
Questions & Answers - EU Budget: Reinforced security funding for 2021-2027

Legal text and factsheets:

Internal Security Fund
Factsheet - EU Budget for the Future: Internal Security Fund-

Proposal for a Regulation establishing the Internal Security Fund-

Annexes to the Regulation establishing the Internal Security Fund-
Nuclear decommissioning

Factsheet - EU Budget for the Future: Nuclear Safety and Decommissioning-

Proposal for a Council Regulation establishing the nuclear decommissioning assistance programme-

https://ec.europa.eu/commission/publications/president-junckers-political-guidelines_en
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_SPEECH-17-3165_en.htm
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_MEMO-18-4128_en.htm
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/publications/security-and-defence_en


IP/18/4125 

of the Ignalina nuclear power plant in Lithuania

Proposal for a Council Regulation establishing a dedicated financial programme for
decommissioning of nuclear facilities and management of radioactive waste, and repealing Council
Regulation (Euratom)

-

Report on the evaluation and implementation of the EU nuclear decommissioning assistance
programmes in Bulgaria, Slovakia and Lithuania

-

Union Civil Protection Mechanism (rescEU)
Factsheet - EU Budget for the Future: rescEU, the Union Civil Protection Mechanism-

 More information on the EU budget for the future
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