COUNCIL OF Brussels, 29 June 2012

THE EUROPEAN UNION

12024/12
MIGR 71
FRONT 108
COSI 54
COMIX 418

from: Presidency

to: Delegations

Subject: EU Action on Migratory Pressures

- A Strategic Response
State of play on follow up

1. Introduction

On 26-27 April 2012, the Council (Justice and Home Affairs) approved the EU Action on
Migratory Pressures - A Strategic Response as well as the proposed follow-up (doc 9650/12 —
hereinafter “the EU Action”).

As regards the follow upon the EU Action, the Council thus agreed that

1. Future Presidencies will be responsible for updating the list of actions set out in the EU
Action Annex on a biannual basis;
SCIFA/Mixed Committee will oversee the implementation and update of the list of actions;
3. Member States are encouraged to volunteer to monitor various challenges, where appropriate,
so as to ensure that one party has an overview of the development in the described activities.
The aim is to ensure that the various policies and measures are put into effect and to help
future Presidencies in their follow up.
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With a view to ensure this follow up, in particular as regards point 3 above, the Presidency asked
delegates at the SCIFA/Mixed Committee meeting on 24 May 2012 to volunteer to monitor some of
the challenges or activities in the EU Action as so-called “guardian angels”. The concept of
“guardian angels” as introduced by the Presidency and as agreed to by the Council is based on the
premise that delegations can volunteer to assist the acting Presidency with oversight of the progress
of the activities but not to implement the activities themselves. Those delegations that volunteer to
monitor activities in this way can then assist the acting Presidencies with the biannual reports of the
results achieved so far. This could be done by taking a specific interest in whether any activities are
carried out, by asking for necessary clarification from responsible parties and by reporting back to
the Presidency and the Commission. The responsibility for implementing the actual activities
themselves lies with the responsible parties stipulated in the EU Action matrix in full respect of
institutional powers.

2. Follow up

The annex to this document is, apart from the fourth column (responsible party/"guardian angel")
identical to the annex to the EU Action adopted by the Council on 26-27 April 2012. Regarding the
fourth column, indications by delegates to act as “guardian angels” are added reflecting indications
of interest either at the or following the SCIFA/Mixed Committee meeting on 24 May 2012.

It is noted that some of the activities contained in the EU Action correlate to three of the priorities
of the operational plans within the framework of the EU Policy Cycle (doc. 11050/11). These three
priorities are illegal immigration, trafficking in human beings and the Western Balkans. The
coordination of those cross-cutting efforts was discussed at the Standing Committee on operational
co-operation on internal security (COSI) on 25 June 2012, based on a note from the Presidency
(doc. 11568/12). At the meeting, COSI invited SCIFA/Mixed Committee to ensure that the actions
developed under the Operational Action Plans (hereinafter “OAP”) for each priority in the EU
Policy Cycle are taken into account in the implementation of the EU Action and in the biannual
updating of the list of actions. More specifically, COSI recommended that the "guardian angels"
that will monitor the various challenges of the EU Action coordinate and cooperate with the drivers
and co-drivers of the relevant OAPs:
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1. for the OAP "lllegal immigration", the driver is IT and co-driver is Frontex (participants are
BG, EL, ES, CY, LV, HU, MT, AT, PL, RO, SI, SK, FI, UK, HR, Europol, Eurojust and
CEPOL)

2. for the OAP "Trafficking in Human Beings", the driver is UK and co-driver is NL
(participants are BE, BG, CY, DK, DE, ES, IT, LT, LU, HU, AT, RO, SI, SK, Europol,
Eurojust, CEPOL and Frontex)

3.  for the OAP "Western Balkans", the driver is IT and co-drivers are AT and HU (participants
are BE, DK, DE, RO, SI, SK, UK, NO, HR, CH, Europol, Eurojust, CEPOL and Frontex).

COSI has requested that SCIFA/Mixed Committee to take these recommendations by COSI into
consideration with a view to ensure proper coordination and avoid overlaps while remaining the

platform for oversight of the activities in the roadmap.
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