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Info

CIA activities in Europe: European Parliament adopts final report, requests Council to 
press Member States for more information
Justice and home affairs - 14-02-2007 - 13:51

Over one thousand CIA-operated flights used European
airspace from 2001 to 2005 and temporary secret detention
facilities "may have been located at US military bases" in
Europe, says the European Parliament in its final report on
illegal CIA activities in Europe, adopted 14 February.

The report, which deplores the passivity of some Member
States in the face of illegal CIA operations, as well as the lack of
co-operation from the EU Council of Ministers, was approved by
a majority of 382 against 256 with 74 abstentions. 
 
According to the text -- originally drafted by the Parliament's
Temporary Committee on the alleged use of European countries by
the CIA for illegal activities (TDIP) -- European countries have been
"turning a blind eye" to flights operated by the CIA which, "on some occasions, were being used for extraordinary
rendition or the illegal transportation of detainees." In some cases, the report goes on to say, "temporary secret
detention facilities in European countries may have been located at US military bases". “There may have been a
lack of control” over such bases by European host countries, it adds. “Secret detention facilities”, it explains, can
also include places where somebody is held incommunicado, such as "hotel rooms," as in the case of Khaled
El-Masri in Skopje.
 
With the above in mind, the EP "expects the Council to put pressure on all the governments concerned to give full
and thorough information to the Council and the Commission and, where necessary, to start hearings and
commission an independent investigation without delay," (the text of the earlier committee report "expected" the
Council "to start hearings and commission an independent investigation without delay, as foreseen in Article 7")
 
"Not possible" to "acknowledge or deny" detention centres in Poland 
 
In an amendment passed with a narrow majority (356 to 323), MEPs noted that, in light of the available
"circumstantial evidence", "it is not possible to acknowledge or deny that secret detention centres were based in
Poland."  However, notes the report, "seven of the fourteen detainees" transferred from a secret detention facility to
Guantánamo in September 2006 coincide with those mentioned in a report by ABC News (published in December
2005) listing the identities of twelve top Al Qaeda suspects held in Poland.
 
Regarding the testimonies gathered during their visit to Poland, MEPs conclude that the investigation carried out by
the Polish Parliament was not conducted independently and that statements given to the Committee delegation
were “contradictory” and compromised by "confusion about flight logs [...] which were first said not to have been
retained, then said to have probably been archived at the airport, and finally to have been sent by the Polish
government to the Council of Europe."
 
As far as Romania is concerned, MEPs concluded that "no definitive evidence has been provided to contradict any
of the allegations concerning the running of a secret detention facility on Romanian soil." 
 
CIA Flights
 
“At least 1245 flights operated by the CIA flew into European airspace or stopped over at European airports
between the end of 2001 and the end of 2005” although, as MEPs emphasize, “not all those flights have been used
for extraordinary rendition”. 
 
Working documents published by rapporteur Claudio Fava also cite “additional information of the extraordinary
renditions analysed by the [TDIP], as well as of the companies linked to the CIA (…) and the European countries in
which the CIA made stopovers”. In their report, MEPs mention up to 21 well-documented cases of extraordinary
rendition: rendition victims were transferred through a European country or were residents in a European State at
the time of their kidnapping. With this in mind, the text "calls on the countries of Europe to compensate innocent
victims of extraordinary renditions".
 
The Parliament rejects extraordinary renditions “as an illegal instrument used by the USA in the fight against
terrorism” and condemns the “acceptance and concealing of the practice, on several occasions, by the secret
services and governmental authorities of certain European countries”.  Members call on the Council and the
Member States, therefore, "to issue a clear and forceful declaration calling on the US Administration to put an end
to the practice of extraordinary arrests and renditions." 








