BACKGROUND
JUSTICE and HOME AFFAIRS COUNCIL

Luxembourg, 19 and 20 April 2007

The Council will start its work on Thursday 19 April 2007 at 10.00 with the discussion of the
"Justice" issues. It will discuss three draft Regulations relating to cooperation in civil matters:

- law applicable to contractual obligations (Rome I),
—  jurisdiction and applicable law in matrimonial matters (Rome III), and

—  Jjurisdiction, applicable law, recognition and enforcement of judgements and cooperation
regarding maintenance obligations.

The Council will also discuss further proceedings of the works on a common frame of reference for
European contract law and will examine two Framework Decisions: on combating racism and
xenophobia and on certain procedural rights in criminal proceedings.

The "Interior" issues will be discussed on Friday 20 April 2007. At 10.00 the Mixed Committee’
will examine the state of play of the creation of Rapid Border Intervention Teams and a report on a
centralised register of technical equipment ("toolbox"), the European Patrols Network and the
European Surveillance system. With regard to the Visa Information System (VIS) the Presidency
will report on the outcome of the Trialogue held with the European Parliament and the
Commission. The Mixed Committee will discuss certain outstanding issues.

The Council will continue with a debate on the implementation of the Europol-Protocols and the

future of Europol, and on a report by the Commission on measures against illegal employment,
with a view to combating illegal migration.

Over lunch, Ministers of Interior will discuss the state of play concerning the framework decision
on Data Protection in the third pillar , and a report by the Commission on the State of play of the

Communications announced for May 2007 relating to the Global approach on Migration and the
refugee situation in Iraq and neighbouring countries.

*

A press conference will be held at the end of the first working session (Ministers of Justice +-
17.00) and at the end of the second working session (Ministers of Interior (+- 15.00).
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Thursday, 19 April 2007

JURISDICTION AND APPLICABLE LAW IN MATRIMONIAL MATTERS ("ROME III")
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JURISDICTION, APPLICABLE LAW, RECOGNITION AND ENFORCEMENT OF
DECISIONS AND COOPERATION IN MATTERS RELATING TO MAINTENANCE
OBLIGATIONS
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LAW APPLICABLE TO CONTRACTUAL OBLIGATIONS (ROME I)
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PROCEDURAL RIGHTS IN CRIMINAL PROCEEDINGS THROUGHOUT THE
EUROPEAN UNION
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EUROPEAN CONTRACT LAW
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Friday, 20 April 2007

MIXED COMMITTEE (10.00)

FRONTEX
(a) Creation of rapid Border Intervention Teams
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(b) - Centralised register of technical equipment (''toolbox"")
- European Patrols Network
- European Surveillance System
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VISA INFORMATION SYSTEM (VIS)
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GLOBAL APPROACH ON MIGRATION
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