As noted in the Information Commissioner's decision notice, there is a3
comprehensive systermn in place 1o support the Prime Minister in managing
hiz hime gffactively, both in meetings he undenakes and telophone calls he
makes andl recaives, As you will be aware the Prime Minister has both an
official role and pefitical role {Leader of the Labour Party). Party political
activities are not disclosable under the Freedom of Infarmation Act. as the
Act only applies to pubhc authgrities. The same also applies o personal
activitios of the Prime Minister or his family, dstails of which are not
disctosable under the Fregdom of Information Act. The asystems in place
allow the Prime Minister to manage his timg as effectively and efficiently as
possible across the full range of his activities (official, political and personal).
In order to make most efficient use of time, contacts with extemal
stakeholders may cften cover a range of matters {official, political and
personal].  Howewer, it the fact of every contact were to be disclosed
{whatever the nature), it would undermine the integrity of the support systems
in place and therefore inhibit the ability of the Prima Minister to use his tima
efficiently,

For all these reasons and in addition ¥ reasons set out in our eatier
responses, we consider that some of the information you requested is not
disclosable under the Act. We do, howevar accept the Information
Commissioners decision to disclose contacts which were clearly official in
nature. | hope this explanaltion is helphul to you.

Thartk you aisa for wour e-mail of 4 July which | have seen. We would
emphasise that our representations to the Infarmation Commissioner were
entirely proper and in ling with the schemsg of the Act which permit both
requesters and public autharities 10 make representalions to the Information
Commissioner. The detailed peints that you raise are matters for the
Information Commissioner.
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REQUEST UNDER THE FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT 2000

Ir light af the Information Commissioner's decision regarding your Freedom
of Information request for dates of meetings or telephone conversations
between Rupert Murdoch and Richard Desmond between September 2002
and 15 April 2005, please find belaw the list of dates which meet the
requirements of the Information Commissioners decision. These are
contacts which we can confimn were of an official nature and are thoroforg
disclosable under the terms of the decision.

Contacts with Richard Desmond
Meetings on 239 January 2003 and 23 February 2004

Contacts with Bupert Murdoch
Telephone conversation on 13 March 2003

The decision notice also reguires us to provide furher explanation about
mnfarmatian that is not being disclosed, in addition to the reascns we pravided
in our sarlier comespondence with you. We are happy o do 0. The
information not being disclosed about the Prime Ministers meetings or
telephone conversations with Bupert Murdoch amd Richard Desmond refates
to contacts which werg nat ¢learly of an official nature, such as personal or
political contacts (which are not required to be disclosed under the Act).

We recognise the public interest in the Prime Minister's contacts with extarnal
stakeholders and in his diary. We also consider it important, however, that
the Prime Ministar has the support necessary to ensure he is able kv manage
his time effectively and efficiently and that he has confidgncs in the intagrity
of the systems in place {0 suppert him. I particular, we consider that it is
strongly in the public interest that he has the ability o undertake a dialogue
wilh a range af stakeholdars and extarnal contacts on a range of issues at
the time of his choosing without concer Lhat the timing of overy single
discussion will be disclased {whatever the nature of the contact).
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