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Speakers         

Hans Bru nmayr,  General Secretariat of the Council of

the EU , Brussels  

Tony Bunyan, Editor, Statewatch, London

Pedro C abral, European Cou rt of Justice, Luxembourg

John D. Cooke, Judge of the Court of First Instance of

the European Com munities, Luxembou rg

Deirdre Curtin, Professor of the Law of International

Organisations, University of Utrecht, Utrecht

Heidi H autala, Mem ber of the  Europ ean Parliam ent,

Strasbourg 

Gunn ar Lun d, Swedish Ambassador to the EU,

Brussels

Marc  Maes, Deputy Head of Unit, Relations with ESC

and Committee of the Regions, European Commission,

Brussels

Björn M ansson, European  Federation of Jou rnalists,

Brussels

Steve Pe ers, Reader in Law, Human Rights Centre,

University of Essex

Frank ie Schram , Legal Adviser, Belgian Ministry of

the Interior , Brussels

Astrid Th ors, Mem ber of the  Europ ean Parliam ent,

Strasbourg

Jan va n Scha gen, Legal Adviser, Netherlands Ministry

of the Interior and Kingdom Relations, The Hague

201P09

with the su pport of  the Euro pean U nion 
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TheThe AmsterdamThe Amsterdam Treaty provided for theThe Amsterdam Treaty provided for the adoption by 1 May

20012001 of new legislation on the general2001 of new legislation on the general principles2001 o f new leg islation on th e genera l principles a nd limits

governinggoverning the rightgoverning the right ofgoverning the right of access to documents of the European

Coun cil,Coun cil, Com missioCouncil, Commission anCouncil, Comm ission and Parliament. A proposal for a

RegulationRegula tion was p ublished a t the begin ning of 2 000 bu t its

passagepassage th rough  the legislative p rocess ha s been dif ficult

and con troversial. 

ThisThis cThis conferenThis conferen ce will provide a first opp ortunity to assess

thethe outhe outco me of th is process an d to con sider wh ether th the outcome of this process and to consider whether the

citize n'scitizen's right of access to documents is strengthened or

weake ned by  the recen tly-agreed  text. 
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Thursday, 12 July 2001                       .

09.00  Arrival and registration

8.30 Welcome and Introduction

Wolfgang Heusel (ERA) 

Tony Bunyan (Statewatch)

The New Code of Access: Institutional
Viewpoints

10.00 The European Commission
Marc Maes

10.30 The Council 
Hans Brunmayr

11.00 Coffee/Tea Break

11.30 The European Parliament
Heidi Hautala 

The European Parliament
Astrid Thors

12.30 Discussion

13.00 Lunch at the Mercure Hotel 

The EU C itizen and a New Code of Access

13.30 The View from Civil Society I
Tony Bunyan 

15.00 The View from Civil Society II
Steve Peers 

14.30 Discussion

16.00 Coffee/Tea Break

Selected National Perspectives

16.30 The Netherlands
Jan van Schagen

France
To be confirmed *

Belgium
Frankie Schram

17.45 Discussion

18.00 End of First Day of Conference

Evening Programme

Friday, 13 July 2001                                 .

Access to  Docum ents as a Legal Principle

8.30 The Community Courts and the 
Principle of Access to
Documents
Pedro Cabral

10.15 Discussion

9.30 Coffee/Tea Break

11.00 Access to Documents and
Democratic Governance
Deirdre Curtin

11.35 Discussion

10.45 Panel Discussion: 

Access to EU Documents: 
Unresolved issues

Tony Bunyan

John D. Cooke

Gunnar Lund

Björn Mansson

13.15 End of Conference

Buffet Lunch
(*Invited)


