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Addressing the other needs of the families – What are the consequences of 

Victor’s disappearance for Martine and the rest of the family?























    



DONNEES A CARACTERE PERSONNEL - PERSOONSGEGEVENS

Recommendations to the EU & its Member States

Prevention - Take measures to reduce the risk of migrants going missing or dying. To this effect:

 When elaborating new agreements with third countries or implementing the existing ones, systematically assess whether they create or exacerbate the risk of migrants going missing or

dying and adopt mitigation measures accordingly.

 Strengthen the provision of humanitarian services and increase EU support to third countries for search and rescue activities along the migratory routes to the EU, particularly for

migrants in distress, including in the Sahara Desert.

 Improve third countries’ border management processes and practices to reduce the risk of migrants from going missing and dying, Support third countries in ensuring that children’s

rights and needs are adequately respected and addressed at borders and in asylum procedures and that procedures and practices are child sensitive.

Search & Identification - Promote and reinforce transregional cooperation between the EU and third countries to facilitate the search and identification of missing migrants. To this effect:

 Promote and support the appointment of national focal points on missing migrants in the EU MS and third countries. These focal points will serve as a designated point of contact for

inquiries by authorities in other countries with regard to specific cases and will engage in intergovernmental discussions on cooperation or policy.

 Foster cooperation between EU and third countries on the search & identification process including among but not limited to national focal points, medico-legal systems, and law-

enforcement institutions.

 Invest in strengthening the national capacities of third countries to search for and identify migrants who went missing/died on the migratory routes to and within the EU, including

systems for the collection, management, centralization and systematization of data on unidentified remains in line with data protection rules and standards.

 Involve consular and diplomatic services in information-sharing and cooperation with third countries to facilitate the search and identification process.

Support to families - Strengthen the assistance and information support system to the families of missing migrants. To this effect:

 As part of EU cooperation on migration with third countries, reinforce the capacity of civil society organizations that support and represent families of missing migrants in third countries,

including in child protection and MHPSS.

 Support the strengthening of legislative and policy frameworks in third countries to address the needs of affected families, in particular through the issuance of certificates of

absence/certificate of presumed death, as well as other documents which can help address challenges such us guardianship of children, marital status and control of property.

 Support repatriation of the remains of deceased migrants when identified, respecting the wishes of grieving families and the issuance of visas for families to search for their loved ones

and visit grave sites in the EU.

Data collection- Promote the systematic collection of data (disaggregated by age and sex) on deaths and disappearances along migration routes with the aim of informing preventative

measures and responses. To this effect:

Collect, systematize, centralize, and publish anonymized data on migrant deaths & disappearances, incl. from mortality records and missing persons reports.

Regularly report these data to IOM’s existing Missing Migrants Project database.

Strengthen systems for the collection, management centralization and systematization of case data on unidentified human remains.

Share migration forecasting data across with emergency responders and humanitarian actors for emergency preparedness measures.




