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SERIOUS INCIDENT REPORT 

•Subject 793/2017 Initial SIR JO Poseidon Sea: 

Joint Operation 

JORA incident no. (if any) 

• Reporting unit/person 

FSC part 

• Incident date/time 

• Detection date/time 

Original source of 
information 

Serious Incident between British CPV "Protector" and Turkish 
Coast Guard off Lesvos Island 

Poseidon 2017 

.fTE� �E�V�OJ - UIS_ N�iona� .... 
Official 
[TEXT REMOVEO]- FSO ICC 
Piraeus 

Category 

Date of 
reporting 

SIR 
coordinator 

Log· No 

Choose an item. 

17/03/2017 

17/0312017 03:55 

17/03/2017 04:00 

UK asset Protector 

............... . . .... . ... .... . ........... -�· 

• Location of the Incident Lesvos SE area 

Latitude I Longitude 

Reference to the 
operational area 

• Involved Frontex 
resources 
(Human resources/co
financed technical 
equipment) 

SAR activated 
date/time 

SAR activated by 

[TEXT �EMOVEDJ_ 

� Inside 
D Outside 

� Yes 
Type of resources/ action performed 

D No 

17/03/2017 04:00 

HMC Protector 

Frontex • European Border and Coast Guard Agency 

UK asset Protector 

www.frontex.europa.eu I Pl. Europejski 6, 00-844 Warsaw, Poland I Tel. +48 22 205 95 00 I Fax +48 22 205 95 01 

Commented [Al]: The non-disclosed text contains personal 
data, in particular the names of individuals. Its disclosure 
would affect the privacy and integrity of the individuals, 
therefore, its disclosure is precluded pursuant to the 
exception laid down in Article 4(1)(b) of Regulation (EC) No 
1049/2001. 

Commented [A2]: The non-disclosed text contains 
geographical coordinates related to the operational area. 
Ongoing operations tend to cover similar operational areas as 
the operations of preceding years fn the same geographical 
area. In this regard, disclosing the coordinates of the 
operational areas of previous years, would be tantamount to 
disclosing the current operational areas. The result of this 
would only be to hamper the course of the ongoing 
operations, by depriving them of any strategy and element of 
surprise during border surveillance, ultimately obstructing 
their purpose to counter and prevent cross-border criminality 
as well as prevent unauthorized border crossings. In this light, 
the disclosure of such information would undermine the 
protection of the public interest as regards public security in 
the sense of Article 4(1)(a) of Regulation 1049/2001. 
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Boat in distress 

Detected by 

Intercepted by 

Estimated 

Planned port of 
disembarkation 

Departure country 

Involved authorities 

Type Migrant dinghy 

Flag, Name, 
IMO 

Is Frontex asset 
Protector [gj Yes 

0 No 

Protector Is Frontex asset 
[gj Yes 
0No 

People on board 52 

Dead person 

Missing person 

Injured person 

Mytilini - Lesvos 

Turkey 

Greece, UK, Turkey 

0347 Protector detects a migrant vessel by radar in position [TEXT .REMOVEDJ_ �-��c:j_i�_!l__ ___ _ 
west; 

0355 Confirmed targets to be a Turkish patrol boat (number 18) and a migrant boat (position 
[TEXT REMOVED]). 

0400 Protector advises Turkish CG vessel that they are in Greek territorial waters - Turkish 
vessel advises Protector to leave the area. 

0404 Protector informs Turkish CG that Protector will take migrants - Turkish vessel replies 
that they understand. 

0405 Protector advises Turkish CG to leave Greek waters immediately - they reply that they 
will not leave. Protector continues to inform Turkish vessel that they are in Greek 

waters and to leave - they reply telling us to wait - again Protector tells Turkish CG to leave. 
0409 Protector in position [TEXT REMOVED] standing by the migrant's vessel and the 
Turkish patrol boat. 
0412 Turkish patrol boat crosses under the bow of the Protector at very close range. 
0420 A migrant boards Protector after jumping in the sea. 
0421 Protector rhib launches and tells to stay with cutter. 
0423 Protector's rhib approaches the migrant vessel as Turkish vessel moves away-

0430 
0435 
0435 
0815 

Protector now in position [TEXT REMOVED] alongside the migrant boat. 
The rhib and the migrant boat are alongside the Protector. 
Turkish CG vessel moves away. 
Begin cross decking migrants 
Protector arrives in Mytilini and begins disembarking a total of 52 persons 14 females, 
22 children including 6 babies and 16 males. 

-··p 

2/J 

Commenl9d [Al]: All the non-dl!i:t<ned parts in this part of 
the SIR contain geographical coordinates related to the 
operational area. Ongoing operations tend to cover similar 
operational areas as the operatlons of preceding years in the 
same geographical area. In this regard, disclosing the 
coordin•tes or th• operational area.s of previous years, would 
be tantamount to disclosing tho current operational areas. 
The result of this would only be to hamper the course of the 
ongoing operations, by dcprMng lhem of' any strategy and 
element of surprise during border survcfllance, ultimately 
obstructing their purpose to count.er and prevent cross-border 
criminality as well as prevent unauthorized border crossings. 
In this light, the disclosure of such information would 
oodermine the protection of the public interest as regards 
public security in the sense of Article 4(1 )(a) of Regulation 
1049/2001. 
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[MAP REMOVED) 

[MAP REMOVED] 

Embarking the migrants to UK Vessel "Protector" 

Disembarking of the migrants at Mytilini port (Lesvos Island) 

Informing ICC Pireaus I National Official to create a general awareness 

This is the second comparable incident/complication with TCG on Greek territory waters within two days. 
Both cases occurred during SAR operations and with a very progressive approach by the TCG. TCG 
prevented "Protector" around 30 minutes upon the start of the SAR measures even though there have 
been children and babies on board. The situation on the spot was very tense having in mind that one day 
before a weapon was pointed to migrants by TCG. 
Legally speaking the UK assets are considered as a hosting MS asset. This is built upon bilateral agreement 
to support SAR in the area. However, since their participation in the operational activities has annexed 
into Operational plan they are following the coordination structure of the JO and furthermore I would see 
that the binding aspects of the plan are applicable (as the SIR mechanism). 

3/3 

Commented [A4]: The non-disclosed cont<!nt contains maps 
indicating the operational area. Ongoing operations tend to 
cover similar operational areas as the operations of preceding 
years in the same geographical area. In this regard, disclosing 
the coordinates of the operational areas of previous years, 
would be tantamount to disclosing the current operational 
areas. The result of this would only be to hamper the course 
of the ongoing operations, by depriving them of any strategy 
and element of surprise during border surveillance, 
ultimately obstructing their purpose to counter and prevent 
cross-border criminality as well as prevent unauthorized 
border crossings. In this light, the disclosure of such 
1nformation would undermine the protection of the public 
interest as regards public security In the sense of Article 
4(1 )(a) of Regulation 1049/2001. 




