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Serious Incident Report no. 491 
 

 

     

 

Reporting date:  
 

04/11/2016 12:30 PM 
 

Last modification date:  
 

24/11/2016 09:08 AM 
 

Reporting person:  
 

Personal Data 
 
 

Last modification done by:  
 

Personal Data 
 
 

 

FSC SIR Category 1 Standard 

Subject Anticorruption operation in BCP Lesovo 

Type of SIR 4 Final SIR 

JORA Incident number (if any)  

Joint Operation Focal Points 2016 Land 

Frontex SIR Coordinator  

Incident date/time 02/11/2016 11:00 AM 

Detection date/time 02/11/2016 11:00 AM 

Original source of the information Media + Guest officers deployed in the area  

Location of the incident BCP Lesovo 

Is latitude unknown Yes 

Latitude  

Is longitude unknown Yes 

Longitude  

Reference to the operational area Yes 

Frontex resources involved (Human 
resources / co-financed technical 
equipment) 

No 

Type of resources / involvement  

Dead persons  

Injured persons  

Missing persons  

 

 



 

 

 

 
 

Fact of the case 

On 02.11.2016 a special operation was carried out by BGR specialised anti-corruption unit, 
where several custom officers were arrested Lesovo border crossing point. Investigation and 
operation is ongoing and it is likely that more arrests will take place in the following days. At 
14:38 information was received from the Border Surveillance Officers working near the 
Lesovo BCP, that approximately forty (40) custom officers were arrested. The BCP had been 
closed for traffic.At 17:39 information was received from the BSO GOs working near the 
Lesovo BCP, that total number of arrested custom officers were in fact twenty-eight (28). 
Reopening of the BCP at 19:00 hrs. According to information collected from open sources 
(Sofia Globe, Novite.com) the operation is ongoing and police is making raids to 
administrative buildings in Burgas and Yambol. No Frontex GOs were involved nor on duty 
during the incident. Next planned shift will be 03.11.2016 at 08:00 – 20:00 by ROU SGO SLIE. 
UPDATE 23 November 2016: Based on information received from SGO, deployed in BCP 
Lesovo (primary source could be media or local authorities), only seven (or six, according to 
other publications) of the Bulgarian Customs Officers were detained under prosecutor’s 
remand for 72 hours and 6 other were released on supervision with financial guarantee of 
3.000 leva. Additional information about the case is provided in attachment, updates marked 
with red text (character limit in the text box).  

 

Measures 

LCC Elhovo and FSO Elhovo will follow situation and will provide follow up information.  GOs 
in Focal Point operation will be informed about the incident. Local media should be 
followed. Update 23 November 2016: As the special operation does not reflect to the 
operational activities anymore, this SIR will be the final one. The operational team, with 
cooperation of LCC/FSO Elhovo and deployed SGOs/GOs, will follow the situation in general.  

 

Assessment 

If the truck drivers statement about “fixed charges” also in other BCPs is acknowledged by 
the BGR police, it is likely that similar special operation will take place also in other BGR 
BCPs.  

 

     

 


