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CLASSIFIED BY: CDA GENE CRETZ FOR REASONS 1.5B/D
1.(C) SUMMARY : THE SARG'S MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS

DISCUSSED SYRIA'S HUMAN RIGHTS RECORD WITH POLOFF ON OCTOBER
8. |

B6

REPEATEDLY TURNED THE DISCUSSION FROM SPECIFIC

SES TO THE RECENT ISRAELI RAID ON EIN AL-SAHEB

AND THE NEGATIVE EFFECT THE RAID WILL HAVE ON REFORM EFFORTS.
END SUMMARY. .

2. (U) REQUEST FOR INPUT FOR HUMAN RIGHTS REPORT: IN AUGUST,
THROUGH A DIPLOMATIC NOTE, THE EMBASSY REQUESTED A MEETING
WITH THE MFA TO SOLICIT THE SARG'S INPUT ON THE 2003 HUMAN
RIGHTS REPORT. THE SARG RESPONDED TO THE NOTE ON OCTOBER 7,
TWO DAYS AFTER THE ISRAELI RAID, AND REQUESTED AN IMMEDIATE
MEETING TO DISCUSS THE REPORT.

3. (U) THE SARG'S APPROACH TO HUMAN RIGHTS{ __ JWAS WELL B6
INFORMED REGARDING INDIVIDUAL HUMAN RIGHTS CASES BUT AVOIDED

DISCUSSING THEM UNLESS PRESSED. INSTEAD, [___JFOCUSED ON THE } B6
SARG'S OVERALL HUMAN RIGHTS POLICY AND HOW IT WAS DRIVEN BY

EXTERNAL FACTORS. ACCORDING TC!;:;;;;THE SARG'S HUMAN RIGHTS B6
POLICY IS DRIVEN BY TWO FACTORS, CONFLICT WITH ISRAEL AND

THE NEED TO FIGHT TERRORISM. sAID THAT BECAUSE ISRAEL B6
OCCUPIES SYRIAN LAND IN THE GOLAN HEIGHTS, SYRIA IS IN A

STATE OF WAR, AS ILLUSTRATED BY THE EIN AL-SAHEB ATTACK,

REQUIRING THE SYRIAN PEOPLE TO FOCUS ON THEIR "DUTIES" TO THE

NATION RATHER THAN ON INDIVIDUAL RIGHTS. THE OTHER FACTOR

DRIVING SYRIA'S HUMAN RIGHTS POLICY IS THE NEED TO COMBAT
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TERRORISM.%SAID SYRIA IS THE ORIGINAL VICTIM OF B6
TERRORISM, G FOUGHT THE MOSLEM BROTHERHOOD FOR MANY

YEARS. ACCORDING T THESE TWO FACTORS NECESSITATE THE B6
CONTINUATION OF THE NCY DECREE, THROUGH WHICH THE SARG

HAS GOVERNED (WITH NO REGARD FOR THE RULE OF LAW),FOR 40

YEARS LSO EMPHASIZED THE POSITIVE ASPECTS OF SARG'S B6
HUMAN ¥ RECORD, INCLUDING ITS RESPECT FOR WOMEN'S RIGHTS

AND FREEDOM OF RELIGION.

4. (U) IRAQ AS AN EXAMPLE OF THE LIMITS OF WESTERN

DEMOCRACY OMMENTED THAT HE HOPED AMERICA'S EXPERIENCE B6
IN IRAQ WOULD THAT AMERICAN CONCEPTIONS OF HUMAN '
RIGHTS AND DEMOCRACY ARE NOT FEASIBLE OUTSIDE THE WEST. )
IEW WAS THAT THE PROBLEMS THE US IS FACING IN IRAQ ’ B6
ANIFESTATION OF THE IRAQI E‘S REJECTION OF
WESTERN DEMOCRACY. ACCORDING, TigifiiggACH CULTURE HAS ITS B6
OWN CONCEPTION OF HUMAN RIGHTS GOVERNANCE AND THE

AMERICAN MODEL CANNOT WORK IN THE MIDDLE EAST.

INDIVIDUAL CASES, AS INVARIABLY WELL INFORMED BUT ) B6
DEFENDED SARG ACT Y CLAIMING THAT THE INDIVIDUALS IN
QUESTION HAD COMMITTED CRIMES. FOR INSTANCE, AT ONE POINT IN

5. (U} VICTIMS Ot;::fjs ARE CRIMINALS: WHEN QUESTIONED ABOUT

THE MEETING| SAID THAT THERE WAS FREEDOM OF THE PRESS IN B6
SYRIA AND S JOURNALISTS WERE NOT SUBJECT TO HARASSMENT.

POLOFF REMINDED | F THE DECEMBER 2002 ARREST OF IBRAHIM B6
HAMIDI, THE DAMA UREAU CQEF FOR AL HAYAT. : B6
RESPONDED THAT HAMIDI'S ARREST WAS NOT AN ATTA PRESS

FREEDOM . BECAUSE HAMIDI HAD BROKEN THE LAW AND HAD TO BE

PUNISHED.

'6.(U) REFORM? IMPOSSIBLE UNDER ISRAELI ATTACK: [ B6
ACKNOWLEDGED THAT SYRIA'S HUMAN RIGHTS PERFORMANCE COULD BE |

BETTER, BUT CHANGES WERE NOT POSSIBLE WHILE A STATE OF WAR

EXISTED WITH ISRAEL.E:;;;BSAID THAT ISRAEL'S OCTOBER 5 ATTACK B6
ON AIN AL-SAHEB WAS TED REMINDER OF THE CONTINUING

STATE OF WAR. HE ADDED THAT PRESIDENT ASAD IS A REFORMER, BUT

1S UNABLE TO ACT BECAUSE OF THE ISRAELI THREAT. ACCORDING TO

THE SYRIAN PEOPLE ACCEPT RESTRICTIONS ON INDIVIDUAL B6
FREEDOMS BECAUSE OF THIS STATE OF WAR. ASKED, B6
PRESUMABLY RHETORICALLY, IF THE US GOVE ENLT CONSIDERED

ISRAEL'S RECENT RAID A HUMAN RIGHTS VIOLATION. ONTINUED B6
WITH A LENGTHY DENUNCIATION OF THE US' FAILURE TO S THE

HUMAN RIGHTS OF THE "500,000" SYRIANS DRIVEN FROM THEIR HOMES
IN THE GOLAN BY ISRAEL.

7. (U) MAHER ARAR CASE: ONE OF THE SPECIFIC CASES DISCUSSED

WAS THAT OF MAHER ARAR, THE CANADIAN-SYRIA DUAL NATIONAL

DEPORTED BY THE US TO SYRIA IN OCTOBER 2002 BECAUSE OF HIS

SUSPECTED TIES TO TERRORISM. POLOFF ASKED E::::FHE REASONS B6
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FOR ARAR'S OCTOBER 5, 2003, RELEASE.QESPONDED THAT THE
SARG HAD COMPLETED ITS INVESTIGATION R AND FOUND THAT
THERE WAS "NOTHING THERE". ASKED, NOT RHETORICALLY, IF
POLOFF THOUGHT THE SARG'S HANDLING OF THE CASE WOULD IMPROVE
SYRIA'S HUMAN RIGHTS REPUTATION.
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