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MEMORANDUM

Date April 11, 2006
+1 617 526 6544 (t)
+1 617 526 5000 (f)

stephen.oleskey@wilmerhale.com

To Temporary Committee on the Transportation and Illegal Detention of Prisoners of the European
Parliament

From Stephen H. Oleskey

Re Rendition Of Six Bosnian Citizens and Former Residents to Guantanamo Bay

This memorandum summarizes the official information we have received from the
United States Government in response to a lawsuit under the U.S. Freedom of Information Act
regarding the transportation of the six Bosnian citizens and former residents from the territory of
Bosnia and Herzegovina to Guantanamo Bay, Cuba. Copies of the relevant documents
accompany this memorandum

Summary of Documents Obtained From U.S. Government

1. The U.S. military dedicated at least two aircraft to transport the six Bosnians from the
U.S. base at Tuzla (Bosnia and Herzegovina) to the U.S. Naval Base at Guantanamo Bay
(Cuba). The “primary” C-130 aircraft is identified by number UJM166301019; the “back
up” as number UQU09Z10L019.

- “Primary C-130 transporting the detainees is Msn # UJM166301019. Departs
[redacted]. Back up C-130 is UQU09Z10L019 [redacted].”

“Centcom Update for Friday, 18 Jan 02,” OLE 3531-3532

2. At least one of the aircraft originated at the U.S. Base at Ramstein, Germany, before
departing for Tuzla.

- “Back up C-130 is UQU09Z10L019 [redacted]. Will not return to Ramstein until
primary C-130 is in the air enroute to Incirlik with detainees.”

“Centcom Update for Friday, 18 Jan 02,” OLE 3532 (emphasis added)

- “Detainee mission scheduled to depart for Tuzla at 190930Z. Total detainees
transported to date: 110.”1

Situation Report 130 of the U.S. Commander-In-Chief, Europe (USCINCEUR),
19 January 2002, OLE 3546 (emphasis added)

1 We understand “190930Z” to refer to 09:30 Greenwich Mean Time on 19 January 2002.
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3. During the rendition, the Bosnian citizens and former residents were shackled, their
eyes were covered by opaque goggles, and their hands were covered by mittens. These are
the same measures used for other renditions to Guantanamo Bay.

- “Same security procedures (i.e. shackled, mittens on hands and goggled).”
“Centcom Update for Friday, 18 Jan 02,” OLE 3532

4. The Bosnian citizens and former residents were transported via the U.S. Air Force Base
at Incirlik, Turkey.

- “[Back up C-130 aircraft] Will not return to Ramstein until primary C-130 is in the air
enroute to Incirlik w/detainees.”

“Centcom Update for Friday, 18 Jan 02,” OLE 3532 (emphasis added)

- “[P]lan to pick-up 6 Algerians in Incirlik moved by EUCOM assets.”
“Future Detainee Mission Flow” and attached spreadsheet entitled “Gitmo Incirlik
Mission Flow,” OLE 3517-3519

5. The Incirlik base in Turkey was a hub for the transportation of prisoners to
Guantanamo.

- “Follow-on missions depart Incirlik: 20, 21, 22, 25, 26, 29, 30, 31 Jan, 1 Feb”
“SOUTHCOM Current Operations,” OLE 3530

6. The six Bosnian citizens and former residents were then flown to Guantanamo, along
with 28 other prisoners who had originated in Qandahar, Afghanistan. The aircraft
arrived at Guantanamo at or around 19:30 GMT on 20 January 2002.

- “5th Mission: - En route to Guantanamo, ETA 201930Z
- 34 total detainees

- 28 from Qandahar
- 6 Algerians [redacted]”

“SOUTHCOM Current Operations,” OLE 3555

7. The U.S. Government took over 30 hours to transport the six Bosnian citizens and
former residents from Tuzla to Guantanamo.

- The six Bosnians left Incirlik at 12:00 GMT on 19 January 2002, meaning that they had
been picked up in Tuzla sometime before then.

“SOUTHCOM Current Operations,” OLE 3530

- The six Bosnians did not arrive at Guantanamo until 19:30 GMT the next day, 20
January 2002.

“SOUTHCOM Current Operations,” OLE 3555
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Analysis

U.S. aircraft made use of airports located in Germany (an EU Member State), Turkey (an
EU candidate country), and Bosnia and Herzegovina (a potential EU candidate country), and of
those countries’ airspace, in order to carry out the mission of abducting and rendering citizens
and former residents of Bosnia and Herzegovina to Guantanamo Bay, where they remain
indefinitely detained without charge.

It is also highly likely that the aircraft carrying out this mission or similar missions
utilized the airspace of other EU Member States, candidate countries, or potential candidate
countries while en route to Guantanamo.

The Committee is urged to investigate the flight plans of the aircraft identified in this
memorandum between 18 and 20 January 2002.






























