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Morocco/Western Sahara

Torture in the "anti-terrorism" campaign - the case of
Témara detention centre

1. Introduction
a) Context

The sharp rise in reported cases of torture or ill-treatment in the context of "counter-terrorism" measures in Morocco/Western Sahara since
2002 has been well documented. Reports on the subject have been published in recent months by Amnesty International(1) and other
international human rights organizations, as well as by Moroccan human rights groups, including the Moroccan Human Rights Association
(Association marocaine des droits humains, AMDH), and the Moroccan Human Rights Organization (Organisation marocaine des droits
humains, OMDH). Human rights lawyers and victim support groups such as the Forum for Truth and Justice (Forum pour la vérité et la
justice, FVJ), have spoken out about the violations, and the Moroccan and international press have highlighted the problem in numerous
articles.

The torture or ill-treatment is generally reported to take place in the custody of the security forces, particularly the Directorate for the
Surveillance of the Territory (Direction de ia surveiilance du territoire, DST), and the police, where it is allegedly perpetrated in order to
extract confessions or information, or to force the detainee to sign or thumb-print statements, the content of which they reject, deny or do
not know.

The scores of people allegedly tortured or ill-treated have been among hundreds of Islamists or presumed Islamists arrested and detained
on suspicion of belonging to "criminal gangs" or of involvement in planning, inciting or carrying out violent acts. The arrests, numbering
some 2,000 according to official sources, began in 2002 when the authorities began a clampdown on individuals accused of being part of
groupings of Islamist activists who, in the case of one particular group,(2) were planning bomb attacks or who had reportedly been involved
in a number of targeted killings of people whose behaviour they disapproved of. Since May 2003, many of those arrested have been
accused in connection with the bomb attacks in Casablanca on 16 May 2003, which killed 45 people, including the 12 assailants. Scores
have been sentenced to long prison sentences and over a dozen to the death penalty following trials in which evidence reportedly extracted
by torture or ill-treatment has been used to obtain convictions.

The detention centre of Témara, operated by the DST, is one of the main places where torture is reported to occur. Dozens of those
arrested in the context of "counter-terrorism" measures have allegedly been subjected to torture or ill-treatment while being held there. Their
detention at the centre has been both secret and unacknowledged, and consequently in breach of both Moroccan law and international
human rights standards.

In November 2003, Morocco was examined by the UN Committee against Torture, which supervises the implementation of the Convention
ag st Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment (Convention against Torture) by states parties. The
Committee looked at reports presented by both the Moroccan government and non-governmental organizations, including Amnesty
International. In its Concluding Observations, issued on 20 November 2003, the Commiittee noted significant positive developments in the
overall human rights situation in Morocco, but expressed concern about a number of issues, including an increase in reported cases of
torture and ill-treatment and the absence of information on measures taken by the authorities to investigate complaints of torture and to
bring those responsible to justice. The Committee noted in particular "the increase in the number of allegations... implicating the National
Surveillance Directorate (DST)".(3)

On 18 February 2004 Amnesty International sent a memorandum to the Moroccan authorities in which it set out the results of its research
into the alleged practice of torture and secret detention in the centre of Témara and detailed five specific cases of individuals reportedly held
in secret and tortured there. The organization requested information regarding steps that might have been taken to address these concerns
and any comments they might have had on the individual cases. The authorities replied in a letter dated 2 April 2004, enclosing a document
dated 30 March 2004 entitled Response of the Moroccan Justice Ministry to allegations of torture in Morocco and a copy of a draft law to
combat torture and discrimination. Amnesty International welcomes the response as an indication of the importance which the Moroccan
authorities give to engaging in discussion on human rights issues. The draft law, in particular, is an encouraging initiative apparently aimed
at addressing a key recommendation of the Committee against Torture. The response did not, however, address the specific allegations of
torture or ill-treatment at the Témara centre; nor did it indicate that concrete steps had been taken to investigate them. The response will be
discussed further in Chapter 4.

The sharp rise in aliegations of torture or ill-treatment over the last two years and the Moroccan authorities’ apparent failure to investigate
them contrast markedly with significant positive developments made by them in the field of human rights in recent months. On 3 February
2004 the legal framework for women’s rights was improved when a new Family Code was promulgated, raising the legal age for women to
marry from 15 to 18 (to correspond with the existing legal age for men), imposing severe restrictions on polygamy, and giving husband and
wife equal and joint responsibility in marriage. On 7 January 2004 a royal pardon was granted to 33 people, including political prisoners and
prisoners of conscience whose cases had been raised by Amnesty International with the Moroccan authorities.(4) On the same day an
Equity and Reconciliation Commission was inaugurated to look into "disappearance” and arbitrary detention cases in previous decades.
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Introduction

a) Contexte

L'augmentation brutale depuis 2002 des cas de torture et de mauvais traitements dans le cadre des mesures «antiterroristes» au Maroc et
Sahara occidental est bien établie. Des rapports sur cette question ont été publiés ces derniers mois par Amnesty International(1) et par
d'autres organisations internationales de défense des droits humains, ainsi que par des groupes marocains de défense de ces droits,
notamment 'Association marocaine des droits humains (AMDH) et I'Organisation marocaine des droits humains (OMDH). Des avocats
spécialisés dans la défense des droits humains et des groupes d'aide aux victimes, comme le Forum pour la vérité et la justice (FVJ), ont
dénoncé les violations, et la presse marocaine et internationale a mis en évidence ce probléme dans de nombreux articles.

Les allégations de sévices émanent le plus souvent de personnes qui ont été détenues en garde a vue par les forces de sécurité, et plus
particulierement par la Direction de la surveillance du territoire (DST), ainsi que par la police. Les auteurs de ces agissements ont pour but
d'extorquer des «aveux» ou des informations ou de contraindre les détenus & apposer leur signature ou I'empreinte de leur pouce sur des
documents qu'ils récusent ou contestent, voire dont ils ignorent le contenu.

Les trés nombreuses personnes qui auraient été torturées ou maltraitées figurent parmi les centaines d'islamistes notoires ou présumés
placés en détention car on les soupgonnait d'avoir formé des «associations de malfaiteurs» ou d'avoir organisé, préconisé ou commis des
actes de violence. Les arrestations, au nombre de 2 000 selon des sources officielles, ont débuté en 2002 ; cette année-l3, les autorités ont
lancé une campagne de répression contre des individus soupgonnés d'appartenir & des groupes de militants islamistes(2). Ces groupes
auraient été impliqués dans des homicides ciblés de personnes dont ils désapprouvaient le comportement et I'un d’eux préparait, semble-t-
il des attentats a I'explosif. Un grand nombre des personnes arrétées depuis mai 2003 ont été accusées d'implication dans les attentats a
I'explosif perpétrés a Casablanca le 16 mai 2003, qui ont causé la mort de 45 personnes, dont les 12 auteurs de ces actions. De trés
nombreuses personnes ont été condamnées a de lourdes peines d'emprisonnement et plus d'une douzaine d'autres a la peine de mort a
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Decenas de personas han sido presuntamente sometidas a torturas o malos tratos en el contexto de las medidas "antiterroristas” puestas
en practica en Marruecos y el Sahara Occidental desde 2002. Las victimas forman parte de los centenares de islamistas o presuntos
islamistas detenidos y encarcelados por su presunta pertenencia a "bandas delictivas” o su implicacion en la planificacion, comision o
incitacion a la comisién de actos violentos.

El tro de detencion de Témara, dependiente de la Direccion de Vigilancia del Territorio (Direction de la surveillance du territoire, DST),
es uno de los lugares donde mas casos de tortura se han denunciado. Decenas de personas detenidas en aplicaciéon de medidas
"antiterroristas” han sufrido, al parecer, tortura o malos tratos mientras permanecian alli recluidas. Su detencion en el centro se ha
mantenido en secreto y sin ser reconocida. Los familiares de los detenidos no han sido informados de su paradero, ni siquiera al dirigirse a
las autoridades en busca de informacion, y en algunos casos la detencion se ha prolongado de forma ilegal durante meses sin que los
sospechosos hayan podido acceder al mundo exterior.

Un trabajo de investigacion lievado a cabo por Amnistia Internacional revela que una serie de infracciones de la legislacion marroqui y las
normas internacionales de derechos humanos han impedido el debido seguimiento de la actuacién de las fuerzas de seguridad por parte
de las autoridades judiciales y han obstaculizado posibles investigaciones.

Los detenidos, seguin los informes, han sido torturados o maltratados para obligarlos a firmar o suscribir con su huella dactilar
declaraciones que ellos rechazan o niegan. En muchos casos, estas declaraciones se han utilizado como prueba en el juicio para
condenarlos, incluso aunque los acusados, generalmente, se han retractado de su declaracion ante el tribunal. A Amnistia Internacional le
preocupa especialmente el hecho de que, en 2003, se condenara a muerte a mas de una decena de personas como resultado de juicios
en los que se denunciaron graves incumplimientos de las normas procesales.

El notable incremento de las denuncias de tortura y malos tratos registrado en los dos Ultimos afios, y la aparente pasividad de las
autoridades marroquies a la hora de investigarlas, contrastan claramente con los importantes avances realizados por las propias
autoridades en el ambito de los derechos humanos en los ultimos meses y afios. Amnistia Internacional manifiesta su satisfaccion por
estos avances e insta a las autoridades marroquies a actuar con la misma determinacioén que han mostrado al abordar otros problemas de
derechos humanos profundamente arraigados, como la discriminacion contra las mujeres, adoptando una serie de medidas para combatir
la tortura y los malos tratos.

Las autoridades marroquies deben reconocer, como un primer paso para abordar el problema, el alarmante nimero de denuncias de

tortura y malos tratos, y dar instrucciones publicas y claras a la Direccion de Vigilancia del Territorio para que sus funcionarios y agentes
obedezcan la ley y dejen de efectuar detenciones y recluir a personas en su centro de Témara o en cualquier otro sitio.
A
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